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LATEST MALL DATES. 








BIRTHS. 
‘At Shanghai, on the 2ist inst,, the wife of 
Aupgnr Croan, Eaq., of a daughter. 
At Croydon, Surrey, on the 5th May, the 
wife of Epwakp Houpsworrs, of a daughter. 


DEATH. 
At Hongkew, 17th June, Hevny Poyntox, 
of Somerset, England, aged 48 years, 


PASSENGERS. 
Deeanren. 

Per str, Kiangping, for Ningpo — Mrs. 
Souper, two children and amah ; and Captain 
Bolton. 

Por ate. Chintung, for Tiontsin—Mr. Jametel. 

Por str. Hankow, for Hankow—Mr. W, W. 
King. 

Per str. Nagoya Maru, for Nagasaki—Mr. 
and Mra, W.T. Milley. For Hiogo—M: 
and Mra. O."L. Grant, Rev. A. B. Hutchin- 
sop, Count Bela Szechenzi, Messrs. Kreitner, 
. C, Bushnell, W. A. Ogg and F. Munroe, 
For Yokohama—Rev. J. R. Wolfe, Mons, 
Falcon de Cimier, and M. Yamawaki. For 
San Franciseo—Hou. G. F, Seward, Mre. 
Seward, two children and European ‘maid; 
Messrs. G. T. Addis and H. R. Hearn, 

Per atr. Namoa, for Amoy—Mr, 0. Sade- 
wasser, 

















ARRIVED. 

Por ste, Chintung, from Tientsin—Hon. G. 
F. Soward, Mrs. Seward, two children and 
European maid. 

Per str. Taku, from Tientsin—Messrs. G. 
J. Morrisob and J. Griwmer. 

Per str. Hankow, from Hankow—Rev. Mr. 

jesare. Lucas, Goodfellow, Rausvon, 
iu, Sokoloff, Backereff, De Souza and 




















str, Tahyew, from Foochow—Captain 
Davidsou, 

Per str. IW. Cores de Vries, from Tientain— 
Master Holmes, 

Per str. Amoy, from Hongkong — Mre, 
Peterac 








str, Swatow, from Chefoo—Mr. Atkins. 

Per str. Saikio Maru, from Japau—Dr. 
Henderson and Mr. John Huse. 

Por str. Teheran, frora Southampton—Miss 
Hewlett, From Singapore—Messrs, Priestman 
‘and Barrett. From Hongkong—Miss Wieler, 
Messrs. Piatt, Duncush, H. Smith and ser- 
vaut, aud W. A. Ogg. 

Per str. Haean, from Tientsin—Professor 
Hadingtov. 

Per str. 
‘Huchting. 

Per str. Zurope, from Foochow—His Ex- 
eelleacy M. C. A. Skatschkoff. 

Per str. Sin Nanzing, from Tientsin and 
‘Chefoo—Mra. Shaw, Messrs. C. Myers, Fraser 
and Guan. 











Shanghai, from Hankow —Mr. 








Leavis. 

Per atr. Sunda, for Southamptou—Messrs. 
H, Foulger and 'H. J. Pollock. For Hong- 
kang. and Mre. D. A. J, Crombie and 

fant. 
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SHANGHAI, SATURDAY, JUNE 22, 1878. 





From the time when Josepb’s inter- 
pretation of Pharoah’s dream of the 
seven lean kiue Jed to lis appointment 
as Prime Minister of Egypt, grauuries 
to hold the excess of production dariug 
good seasons, have buon a favourite 
device of despotic Governments. The 
theory seemed to fit in so well with 
the practise of such Governments in 
making each petty district depeud on 
itself, and isolating it completely from 
the rest of the world, that it is not 
surprising that the Chinese should have 
attempted to preserve what in the rest 
of the world had been found an 
oppressive aud ineffectual measure. 
So firmly wedded, however, are the 
Chinese to aught that savours of 
autiquity, and so utterly unable to sift 
the chaff from the wheat in their 
judgment of the old sagos, that we 
might almost @ priori expect that in a 
time like the present we should find 
the Peking Gazette full of memorials 
urging the old practice of Government 
granaries. Yet it is easily provedthat, 
of all the means ever devised to avert 
a famine, that of public grauaries is at 
once the most wasteful and the least 
effectual. Most wasteful, because the 
amount of produce laid aside is year by 
year decreasing in value instead of 
acereting as a public revenue should 
do; and most ineffectual, because, in the 
natural course of events, famines do 
not come suddenly, but usually creep 
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on by degrees—aseries of years, daring 
which no replenishment is possible, 
usually preceding the time of greatest 
distress. In fact, it is when supplies 
are most urgently needed, that public 
granaries have the greatest tendency 
to give ont, and as they have for 
their object the prevention of the inter- 
change of surplus commodities, such a 
condition entails a state of utter pros- 
tration such as we see now existing in 
the North of China. In Enrope, with 
one exception, noteably the result of 
previous economic mistakes, or rather 
crimes, on the part of the Government, 
famines have not been known for 
centuries. In India, where famines 
have happened even in recent years, 
they are so plainly the result of a 
state of affairs brought about by former 
misgovernment, that the present Gov- 
ernment has found an effectual means 
of proventing their recurrence. The 
famine of Behar, and, more recently, 
that in the Madras Presidency, have 
both been checked by the early 
action of the local authorities, and tho 
stops taken are of such a nature as to 
diminish the risk of similar inflictions 
in fature. In an Empire like China 
including many separate climates within 
its limits, it may be assumed that year 
by year some portion or other will bo 
doprived of its ordinary rainfall, or 
receive more than is its usual share. 
‘The very causes which, however, tend 
to impoverish ono district have for 
tho most part a tendency to enrich 
others, If, insome provinces of China, 
tho crops fail, wo may assume that in 
others they will be up to or beyond 
the average. Manifestly, the best 
mothod to provent distress is to permit 
the district blessed with a good harvest 
to contribute to the necessities of the 
other. This is, however, what is 
effectually prevented in China by every 
moans which ingenuity or selfishness 
can suggest. It is notworthy that, 
even during the present distress, the 
distributors of relief have not found it 
necessary to actually carry grain with 
them into the famine-stricken districts. 
By somo means or other grain is to be 
found, and yot millions are dying of 
hunger. The reason at once suggests 
itself that even in Shansi there is not 
so much a famine of food as a famine 
of the means of preventing it, namely 
money; and, when we come to look 
into the past administration of the 
province, wo sce how this has taken 
place, and that tho Government is 
directly answerable for it. In fact, so 
great have been the restrictions placed 
on the utilization of any extra food 
supply in Shansi, by the utter absence 


of roads, and the heavy fiscal impedi- 
ments placed on the export of the 
surplas commodities of the province, 
that the people bave been compelled to 
live from hand to mouth. More than 
this, the Goverament by its persistence 
in importing year by year heavy stocks 
of grain to enter as a drag into the 
market, bas effectually put a stop to 
enterprise. We see this continual 
interference of the Government with 
the food supply at every step. If we 
take up the very latest Customs 
Gazette, wo find seizures of native flour 
improperly declared to be American. 
Tt seoms difficult to comprehend why 
trade in native food staples should be 
acrime,and were it not for the ex- 
perience we have had of recent years, 
wecould hardly conceive a Government 
80 blind to the interests of its people, 
and so careless of their existence even, 
‘as to go on year by year laying the 
foundations of famines whose horrors 
are almost past belief. ‘The remedy for 
famines in China, and, as has been dis- 
covered, the remedy for their alleviation, 
is the withdrawal of restrictions on 
the movement of food crops. When 
tho people have plenty, they will ex- 
port, and the money they thus gain will 
enable them to buy rice in times of 
scarcity. The rich province will thus 
help the poor, and all this will take 
place without the necessity of sacrificing 
life, or for a time withdrawing from all 
the ordinary functions of Government. 
Tho laws of supply and demand are 
sufficient to cause the flow of corn to 
tho distressed, but as we have beforo 
remarked they cannot ever be broken 
with impunity. 








Summary of Bews. 





‘The English mail of the 11th May, arrived 
‘Tuesday night, by the P. & O. steamship 
Sunda. 

‘The American mail of the 18th May, 
arrived Thursday, by the M.B. steamship 
Saikio Maru. 

A mail leaves to-morrow, for Europe, by 
the P. & O. steamship Sunda. 

REUTERS TELEGRAMS. 

Supplied to the “ W.-C. Daily News.” 

London, 13th June. 

‘The European Congress has been form- 
ally opened. The first working sitting will 
be held on the 17th instant. Austria pro- 
poses to insist on the federation of Servia 
and Montenegro under the auspices of 
Anstria, or the conclusion of a military 
convention. 

The Sceretary of State for the Colonies 
(Sir Hicks Beach) at a banquet, said that 
England intended to adhere to the tenor 
of Lord Salisbury’s circular. 

‘The Chefoo Convention has been ratified ; 
the difficulty with regard to certain clauses 
the Government hoped soon to surmount. 

‘The ex-king of Hanover is dead. 


15th June. 

It is rumoured that Parliament will be 

dissolved in the Autumn. 
‘Tue Conaress. 

At Thursday's sitting of the house 
£2 Congress}, Karl Beaconsfield alluded to 
the dangerous proximity of the opposing 
forces at Constantinople, but hoped the 
Russian troops would be withdrawn im- 
mediately. 

By agreement between Count Schouvalof 
and Lord Salisbury, the Balkans aro to 
divide Bulgaria; the north being inde- 
pendent and the south an autonomous 
province. 

England consents to the cession of 
Batoum and Bessarabia, but takes Armenia 
under her special protection, to promoto 
the control of the arrangements of Europe. 

Russia surrenders Bayazid, 

‘The passage of the Dardanelles and the 
Bosphorus is to remain in stat quo. 

19th June. 

-ThoConservative Journals condemn vehe~ 
mently the agreement between Count 
Shouvaloff and Lord Salisbury, while the 
Times completely approves it. : 

It is probable that the Turkish Plenipo- 
tentiaries will withdraw from the Congress 
if autonomy is granted to Epirus and 
‘Thessaly, and Bosnia and Herzegovina sur- 
rendered, and the fortress abandoned. 

(The realing of this passage is obscure in the 
telegram.) 


The Lord President of the Council (Duke 
of Richmond) replying to a question, said 





that the agreement had been published sur- 
reptiously and was incomplete, and Sir 
Stafford Northcote appealed to the Houso 
to forego further details. ns 

The Congress are discussing the admission 
of Greece to the deliberations. 

‘Tho Kafirs are collapsing. 

‘The recovery of the Emperor of Germany 
is painful and protracted. 


‘The strike (among Lancashire cotton 
operatives ?) is at an end. 

Thero seems now to be strong probabi- 
lity that the Iong-vexed question of the 
extension of the Markham road to the 
Jessfield road will soon be satisfactorily 
settled. A letter on the subject is included 
in the Minutes of the Municipal Couneil 
meeting, given on another page. which, 
we are sure, will be read wish satisfaction 
by the community yeuerally.—The plans of 
the buildings for the new Hongkew Police 
Station have been approved of, and tenders 
are to be advertised for in the native news- 
paper. —Somo silver-refining operations 
having been carried on in Probst’s Gardens, 
a report was submitted by the Health 
Officer respecting the unhealthiness of the 
process, and further stating that “the 
refuse fluid, containing sulphate of copper 
and other impurities, flowing into the De- 
fence Creek, render the water unfit for 
domestic pnrposes.” It was resolved to 
request the owners of the land to have the 
nuisance abated. 

‘We feel sure that our readers generally 
will peruse with deep interest the letter 
from the Rev. W. Muirhead, respecting 
the state of affairs in the North, which 
we publish elsewhere, though they will 
doubtless be surprised at the unthinking 
opposition to the work of charity offered 
by the authorities of Honan. 

‘A further list of subscriptions to the 
China Famine Relief Fund, has been pub- 
lished. It includes a 16th donation from 
London, of Tis. 2,000, and brings up the 
total collected to date to Tis. 115,160.04. 





Asum of Tis. 996.59 has been returned 
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from Hankow. The balance in hands of 
‘Treasurer is Tis. 373.92. 

‘On other pages will be found some inter- 
esting notes of travel from Hankow to 
Kai-fung-foo, by the Rev. G. Clark ; and 
a copious paper on the Port of Pokhoi and 
its Trade, by a gentleman long resident 
at that place. 

We have to acknowledge receipt of a 
copy of the new Rules of Navigation in 
the Suez Canal, which will take effect from 
the Ist July next. It is a reprint from 
the Company's Regulations supplied to the 
Shanghai General Chamber of Commerce, 
by the President of the Canal Company. 
Some alterations having been introduced 
into the former Rules, it is asked that they 
may be communicated to the commercial 
body at this port, and that is the reason, 
we suppose, why the book has been re- 
printed for circulation. 

The first working sitting of the most 
remarkable Congress the world has ever 
seen, took place on Monday last, and it is 
satisfactory to know that England was re- 
presented by two such statesmen as the 
Earl of Beaconsfield and the Marquis of 
Salisbury, so that the interests of the old 


country will throughout the Congress be| 


maintained to the utmost; and, further 
still, that the tenor of Lord Salisbury’s 
circular will be adhered to. 

Another telegram wepublish elsewhere re- 
specting the first sitting of the “house” — 
by which we suppose is meant ‘ Congress” 
—will doubtless be read with general satis- 
faction, owing to the apparently plain 
terms in which the Earl of Beaconsfield 
spoke of the position of affairs before 
Constantinople, as well as for. the indi- 
cations afterwards given of Russia’s seem- 
ing disposition to allow herself to be 
“persuaded” on certain other points. 

All the men-of-war vessels in port on 
‘Thursday dressed ship in honor of the 
Queen's Accession ; and by no means was the 
Ragsian sloop Morge behind the vessels of 
other ustionalities in her display of bunt- 





.M.’s gunboat Mosyuito arrived at 
Shanghai on Saturday. 

On Sunday night, about eleven o'clock, a 
fire was discovered to have broken out in a 
bedroom at the Chartered Mercantile Bank. 
An alarm was quickly raised, and the fire- 
bells rang, and owing to the efficient or- 
ganisation of the several Volunteer Fire 
Brigades and the Police Extincteur Force, 
assistance was so soon at hand, that 
the flames were extinguished before they 
had attained much headway. Had the 
outbreak occurred at a later hour, it is 
hardly possible to think what damage 
might have resulted. A full account is 
giveri on another page. 

A somewhat singular action was heard 
on the 14th inst. in the Civil Summary 
Court, before R. A. Mowat Esq. Mr. John 
Wilson, a partner in the firm of Messrs. 
Lane, Crawford and Co., was the plain- 
tiff, and he sought to recover from the 
defendant, James Davidson, who was 
represented to be the agent of Messrs. 
Greenwood and Batley, manufacturers of 
war stores in England, the sum of $99, ora 
letter written by Mr. S. Ballard, of the 
Kiangnan Arsenal, and dated 26th April, 





1876. Mr. Wainewright appeared for the 
plaintif, and Mr. Hannen represented 
the defendant, who did not appear, 
The evidence showed that in the letter in 
question allusion was made to the position 
‘Mr. Davidson had previously occupied in the 
Royal Arsenal at Woolwich, &e. It was 
sent by Mr. Ballard to Mr, Wilson, who 
forwarded it to his agent at Tientsin, 
as defendant set forth in one of his 
letters, which was read, “‘to be translated 
and then used at the Chinese Yaméns 
among the officials to damage his character 
and destroy his prospects of business with 
them.” The letter got into the hands of the 
defendant, and this coming to the know- 
ledge of the plaintiff, he instituted the 
present proceedings to recover it, sim- 
‘mary jurisdiction being necessary, as de- 
fendant had said, in writing, that he 
was leaving by the French mail. In de- 
fence it was urged that there was no 
evidence that the letter was in the defend- 
auit’s possession ; and, secondly, if it were, 
he should not be compelled to give it up 
because it was an important document 
which might be used in a libel suit. His 
Honour held that defendant had no right 
‘to the possession of a letter that belonged 
to another party, and made an order for 


him to give it up by three o'clock the 


same afternoon. 

‘We have been asked to state that there 
was no fog when the Vale of Nith grounded 
‘below the small beacon on the 17th, but on 
the contrary that the weather was clear 
and bright, the vessel being in charge of a 
Chinese pilot at the time. 

‘The steamer Argyle, from Hankow, left 
the Red Buoy at Woosung at three o'clock 
Tuesday aflernoon. She took 8,066.19 
piculs of Hankow tea, and 2,711.00 piculs 
of Kiukiang tea. The Dago was expected to 
be the next steamer down, and it is pro- 
bable that the sailing vessel Coriolanus 
will leave Hankow in tow of the China 
Navigation Company's steamer Peking. It is 
noteworthy that the Argyle and Dago were 
almost the laststeamers to arrive at Hankow. 
The Argyle filled at £3 per ton in pre- 
ference to the Fleurs Castle, Viking, Cairns- 
muir, Feronia and Perim, all of which 
steamers it is thought will have to wait for 
second crop teas, musters of which are 
expected in Hankow about the end of the 
week. ‘The Dago has taken £2.10 per ton, 
the lowest rate, we believe, ever accepted 
at Hankow; but when it is considered 
there has been about double the num- 
ber of steamers there this year to what 
there was last season, there is no cause for 
wonder. 

‘The Bishop of North China has licensed 
Mr. R. D. Cheetham, as a Lay Reader in 
the Diocese. As Mr. Cheetham leaves 
next month for England, the appointment 
must be regarded as a recognition of the 
services he has rendered as Librarian to 
the Choir and Organist at the Pootung 
Church. 

‘A decree appears in the Peking Gazette 
of the 20th May, appointing Liu Jui-fén, 
Taotai of Shanghai. 

It having pleased the Fates to indicate 
the 27th inst., as a propitious day for the 
commencement of the last journey of the 
remains of Féng Taotai, that ceremony 





will now take place, and probably with 
all pomp and circumstance. The corpse 
is to be conveyed up the Yangtse, and 
across the country to Caron, Féng’s 
native place. The fact that the remains 
of one of the most noted men of the 
day having been lost at sea by the 
wreck of the steamer that was conveying it 
from Shanghai to Canton, was so appalling, 
that those who can afford to send corpses 
overland, are sure to do so, inasmuch as a 
calamity like the above-named cannot but 
be fraught with ill luck to the survivors, 
and no such risks will now be taken. 

‘The Peking Gazette of the 3st May cun- 
tains an Imperial decree conferring a yellow 
riding jacket on Wu Taotai, the great 
‘Haxacuow banker, in consideration of the 
contributions he has offered in aid of the 
North-western campaign. 

We hear that His Excellency, Woo, has 
retumed to his seat of ‘government at 
Soockow, after having handed back the 
seals of the Vice-royalty to Shén Pav-chén, 
whose term of sick leave has expired: 

We have received the Report of the 
Hawrow Medical Mission Hospital in von- 
nection with the Wesleyan Missionary 
Society, written by Dr. A. Langley, the 
physician and surgeon in charge. The 
‘Hospital was established in 1864, and after 
describing the difficultiés encountered in its 
early history, the Report goes on, to say 
that during the year the total munber of 
patients seen has been 9,585. Of these 
the number of admissions of new cases has 
been 2,232, 238 of whom have been in- 
patients. ‘The fee of 50 cash on first ad- 
mission has been resumed as in, the time of 
Drs. Smith and Hardy. This dues not 
seem to diminish the numbers, and prob- 
ably keeps away many who might: be 
troublesome. This year a great many re- 
fugees and other very poor people ha 
presented themselves, aud have been ad- 
mitted without payment. In addition to 
the numbers given, many members of: the 
native Christian Church have suught relief ; 
and some patients have been visited at 
their own houses. ‘Then follows a list of 
the principal diseases treated and operations 
in surgery performed, and the Report 
concludes with a list of subscriptions. The 
‘Hospital appears to be doing a benevolent 
and eminently useful work. 

‘A paragraph in the Hoxcxoxe news 
given on another page, recommends the 
Colonists to buy a steam laundry advertised 
for sale in Hongkong. Among the pleas 
put forward for its acquisition, we find the 
China Mail describing the “kindred 
establishment at Shanghai ” as a flourishing 
concer, adding that “ there is even greater 
reason to believe that a similar scheme at 
Hongkong should meet with general sup- 
port.—We have not heard that the Shang- 
hai Steam Laundry has been started yet. 
It was to have commenced operations on 
the 15th instant, but no notification that it 
has done so has, as yet, been received. It - 
is to be presumed, therefore, that the suds 
are not yet in swing. But “the best laid 
plans,” &e, ; and we hope soon to hear that 
‘Mr. Meller has overcome any still existing 
difficulty, and that the clothing of the com- 
munity is in a fair way of being restored to 
acondition of uncontaminated whiteness. 
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Giditoyial Selections. 


THE WOOSUNG BAR. 
On few subjects connected with the 
trade of Shanghai has there been so 
much said as on that of the Bar 
at Woosung; and on few have the 
issues in question been so far nog. 
lected amidst the strife of words. 
On tho part of some of the repre. 
sentatives of steamboat owners, it has 
boon the great bugbear of our trade 
in Shanghai; while on behalf of some 
sections at least of the Chinese offi- 
cials it has been the “heaven-sent 
barrier,” expressly designed by a wise 
Providence, to maintain immaculate the 
Celestial Empire from the inroads of 
encroaching foreigners. The Bar has 
been attacked and defended on senti- 
montal rather than practical grounds, 
and the result is that it still exists as 
an impediment to navigation, while 
year by year the stream of the Hwang. 
poo is being curtailed by shoals, and 
the difficulty of access to the wharfs 
increased. It seems timo that, amid 
all this clatter of words, some steps 
should be taken to point out in 
clear and definite lines the actual 
amount of deterioration, and the direc. 
tions in which it has made itself most 
felt. Up to this point both sides have 
rather avoided this very useful, indeed 
necessary, spur to their argamonts. 
On the one side we have been used to 
gonoral donunciations, and on the 
othor the questionable nature of some 
of the points raised has been made tho 
exouse for a refusal to investigate the 
causes at work and their effects. We 
havo often pointed out the remarkable 
fact that no proper survey of the 
approaches to Shanghai is in existence, 
and that there is absolutely no 
machinery for gaining a knowledge of 
the changes continually taking place 
in tho moth of the Yangtsze. 
Indeed of the entrance to the Woosung 
River, we possess nothing better than 
the British Government charts made 
some thirty yoars ago; and though 
changes in the Channel have been 
noted on them from time to time, no 
regular and proper survey has been 
since instituted. The most inex- 
periencod will readily understand that 


_ changes in the inner river are more 


or less correlated with those in 
the outer, and how essential to a 
fall comprehension of the subject is 
a knowledge of details. We imagine 
that the Chamber of Commerce and 
the foreign officials gonerally are on- 
titled to demand that this information 


» should be placed before them in some 


tangible light. It is time that the 
haze which has been allowed to gather 
about so simple in matter should be 
dissipated, and that the subject of river 


conservation should take some definite 
_ shape, instead of being confined to 


acrimonious debates on one or two points 
of detail, amid which, in the general 
absence of reliable dats, the discussion 
hhas too often wandered into side issues. 











ON TELEGRAMS. 
Taene seems little doubt that the habit 
of receiving telograms of the extremely 
curt nature which alone we can seem 
to expect in Shanghai, has a distinctly 
lowering tendency on the condition 
of public opinion. Tt is as though we 
attempted to feed babes on Licbig’s 
concentrated essence of meat, and the 
practical result is a state of compara- 
tive isolation greater almost than if 
we were content to wait in the old 
manner our six weeks for the mail 
papers. Even in the old days the 
boiled down extracts which appeared in 
the London and China Express, the 
Overland Mail, and in the other papers 
intended for the express delectation of 
the East, gave residents in China but a 
very vague and imperfect knowledge of 
the course of affairs in Europe. Such 
reports were, however, diffuse when 
compared with the dessicated pabulum 
now done up for us by the telegram 
agents; and though we are quite will- 
ing to acknowledge that, as a whole, 
the telegrams with which we have been 
supplied, supply, when the key is fur- 
nished, a fair enough summary of news, 
it is frequently difficult without that 
Key to read them without forming a 
more or less incorrect idea of the real 
position of affairs. However incorrect 
our ideas may be—in fact frequently, 
the more incorrect they aro—we have 
@ tendency to accept them as 
settled facts; and lacking the time or 
the tact to correct them from more 
detailed sources on the arrival of the 
mail, our opinions are too apt to be 
founded on erroneous premises. Now 
we are not going to allege that in this 
respect we are in any measure unique. 
In fact the whole world is more 
or less influenced by the samo causes, 
and public opinion seems to be assum- 
ing a spasmodic, or, as we might 
almost term it, a telegraphic, tendency 
which is ill for the establishment of 
any sound and definite policy. We 
are not in this matter blaming the 
telegraphic agencies. On the whole 
they have not ill used the powerful 
medium placed in their hands; but 
they have had but little scope to supply 
a really good digest of news; and 
what they have been able to send has 
been more or less tinged, as we might 
say, with the flavour of the tin in 
which it was prepared. We remember 
what Pausenias told us of the old 
oraclés of Delphi. If sometimes the 
God seomed to speak enigmatically, 
and his votaries took a wrong mean- 
ing out of tho response, it was after 
all their own prejudice which was at 
fault, and they were to blame for uot 
being sufficiently free from foregone 
judgments to see clearly the intention 
of the oracle, Thus, when Croesus 
sent to the oracle and got back the 
response that, having crossed the Halys, 
a great army would be destroyed, he 
might, had his mind been unwarped by 
an insufficient appreciation of the cir 
cumstances of the case, have foreseen 
that his rnin was at band, and have 








avoided the dangerous experiment of 
contesting the newly arisen strength 
of Persia. So we have to our own 
confusion more than once misinter- 
preted the oracles of the modern 
Apollo, and have sadly suffered in 
mind, if not in pocket, for the mistake. 
Thus we had oracular oracles about 
the withdrawal of the British fleot 
from the Sea of Marmora, which we 
were not bound, as it subsequently 
appeared, to interpret in this manner 
at all; and so, later, we have been 
assured of peaco in the most unequi- 
vocal terms, but the peace was only a 
temporary one till the Convention met, 
as wo should readily have percoived if 
wo had only read the telegram aright, 
So, again, we were told of the ratification 
of the Convention of Chefoo ; but, almost 
in the same telegraphic breath, we were 
informed that the British Government 
hoped tomakesatisfactory arrangements. 
All these things are very oracular, but 
if we place any meaning on them, we 
are only exposing ourselves to the same 
fate as did Crossns, not because tho 
oracle was wrong but because he, eeoing 
only one-half of it, was not able to 
judge correctly of its meaning, and so 
‘came to condign grief, We would like 
to display to our readers our own 
profound knowledge of the course of 
events in Europe as deduced from our 
daily telegrams. We have quite fitted 
in our fancy sketch of the Convention 
at Berlin tho part taken by each 
nation :—We see Austria at last dove- 
loping a policy, France steadily sup- 
porting England, Germany ably holding 
the scales, and the whole prepared to 
sit on Russia as an outcast from 
European civilisation, Woe could read 
many moral lessons on the topic, bub 
the fear that porhaps we have misread 
the oracle rises before us, and half 
abashed we put down the pen, 0b 
without wonderment at our own excess 
of self-confidence in having taken it 
up. Now all this is but the natural 
result of our practical isolation, We 
often wonder that we ourselves aro+ 
misjudged in Europe; but are we nob 
often in the same position of forming 
false conclusions ourselves on imperfect 
data? The telegraph has its uses, and 
wo are not yet acquainted with them 
all; but the greatest good has con- 
comitant evils, and not the least of 
those accompanying the introduction 
of the telegraph is tho habit of forming 
hasty conclusions on ill-stated premises. 








SILVER, 
‘Tas value of silver in relation to gold 
is a topic which cannot fail to be inter- 
esting to the foreign communities of 
China. Our earnings and local invest- 
ments are in a silver currency, and 
those of us who wish to leave the 
country and withdraw our savings to 
gold-valeing countries cannot fail to 
watch the fluctuations in value between 
the two precious metals with keen inter- 
est, not unmixed with anxiety. Those .- 
engaged in trade have found of late. 
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years an element of uncertainty intro- 
duced into their calculations which may 
baffle the most careful forecast of a 
market, and give to the import trade a 
much more speculative character than is 
desirable for strictly mercantile oper- 
ations. General trade has been un- 
favourably affected by the scarcity of 
specie consequent upon the reluctance 
of the exchange banks to -keep their 
capital employed in a metal liable to 
serious depreciation. 

‘The value of silver, as compared with 
gold, has of late fluctuated within but 
narrow limits, the quotation in Lon- 
don for a standard ounce having 
hovered in the neighbourhood of 544., 
or 17.7 to 1. Although the Nevada 
mines have continued to yield the 
same quantity of silver which so mach 
demoralized the market two years ago, 
no recurrence of the panic which then 
set in has been experienced. Indeed, 
80 little is the depreciation in value 
fairly attributable to excess of supply, 
that it is now becoming doubtful 
whether, when the German demonetized 
ver is all sold and distributed over 
ver-valuing countries, a scarcity of 

the metal is not to be apprehended. 
Bighteen months ago, when 2 demand 
for Eastern remittances set in, simul- 
taneously with a withdrawal from the 
market of the German Government, 
the quotation rose to 58d. Germany 
exported to England £13,747,558 
worth of silver in 1877, and during the 
. first three months of 1878, £2,639,270 
worth. The Russo-Turkish war de- 
pressed the price of Cotton and other 
Eastern produce and so restricted tho 
demand for remittances to India 
within what would probably other- 
wise have been the case. Never- 
theless, as much as £17,000,000 
worth of silver was shipped to India 
in 1877, and £2,346; 250 { (from Eng. 
Jand) during the first three months of 
the current year. 

The Silver Remonetization Bill in 
Amorica may certainly be expected to 
exercise a very important influence 
upon the value of the metal in the 
near fature. ‘This measure is not, how. 
ever, truly a remonetization of silver 
at all; it is, rather, a modified demone- 
tization of it. It makes the old silver 
dollar of 4124 grains, 900 fiue, a legal 
tender, but it restricts tho coinage to 
the Treasury, and limits the amount to 
be coined. The holder of silver, there- 
fore, cannot get his silver coined into 
money at his option—he must sell it to 
the Treasury. Were he freo to take 
all he could produce to the Mint and 
have it coined into legal tender, silver 
would be remonetized in the United 
States, and its value would rapidly ad- 
vance to the legal ratio between it and 
gold, which is 15.988 to 1 in the 
United States, or the equivalent of 
58.9 pence por English standard ounce. 
‘The present compromise, however, can- 
not fail to tend in the same direction ; 
and when once the current seta in, it 
will probably flow very rapidly. The 
Bill requires the Treasury to coin not 








less than two, and not more than four 
million dollars per month. ‘The Trea- 
sury, therefore, must bo a purchaser to 
the smaller amount at least. The total 
production of silver, according to 
the San Francisco Journal of Com. 
merce, in the United States during 
1877 was estimated at $47,300,000, of 
which $18,268,000 were exported to 
China and Japan. Of the export 
hence, however, $2,676,996 dollars 
were Mexicans and merely re-exports. 
Assuming that the export to the 
East is the same, about thirty and 
a hslf million of dollars remain 
for coinage in the United States, Tho 
capability of the San Francisco mint 
for coinage is being increased; last 
year it coined $14,680,000 in silver; 
the capacity of all the mints in the 
country will doubtless be increased 
until its whole production is coined, 
Tho production of tho metal in other 
parts of the world was estimated by 
the Economist, in its Commercial His- 
tory and Review of 1877 (page 51), 
thus :— 

‘Mexico and South America. mastered 


Russi: 
Other 2 O00! 000 
"£8,100,000 





‘We may remark that the annual pro- 
duction of other countries is estimated 
too low. The estimates are by Sir 
Hector Hay. One million sterling is 
produced in Germany, and the produc- 
tion of China alone is certainly enough, 
little as we know about it in detail, to 
allow us to add another million to the 
estimate, Itis clear, however, that that 
eight or nine millions sterling a year 
is a quantity likely to provo insufficient 
for the current needs of mankind. 
Two millions are required for the arts in 
Europe, probably as much more for 
subsidiary coinage there. Not much 
is then left for the Eastorn demand, and 
it is easy to see, therefore, that the day is 
not far distant when tho coinage 
operations of the United States Treasury 
will cause a revulsion in the Eastern 
Exchanges. It is to be hoped that the 
exchange banks will have grasped the 
situation, and have provided a more 
ample supply of bullion to sccom- 
modate the foreign and interport trade 
of this country. than has been kept 
hero of late years. 








SINOLOGUES AND SINOMANIACS. 
‘Most of us have at sometime in our 
ives been thrown into the society of 
Sinologues, and if we have not admired 
the harmony which prevails amongst 
them, we have conceived a hearty 
respect for their learning and industry ; 
but we must be careful not to confuse 
a Sinologue, who is generally an agreo- 
able and always an intelligent person, 
with a Sinomaniac whois never pleasant 
and generally stupid. 

There are different classes of Sino- 
maniacs, or, to speak more correctly, 
there are different types of the class. 
Tho least objectionable specimen is the 





man who holds firmly to the funda- 
mental article of the philosophic 
Liberal’s creed that everything in what 
is generally called civilized Europe is 
wrong, and that the most benighted 
country in it is Britain. Given this 
doctrine to start with, it follows that it: 
is a sort of duty to praise the institu. 
tions of a country presenting as China 
presents the most marked contrast to 
his own, We all know that it suited 
Voltaire to deride and to censure many 
of the religious and political institutions 
of tho Europo of his day, and never 
were institutions more open to attack ; 
and the illustrious Frenchman idealised 
China as the model country which was 
to put everything and everybody in 
Europe to shame, A faint reminiscence 
of this spirit hangs about the rising 
English Liborals of to-day, and they 
are glad enough to have a country 
safely removed from the ken of the 
majority of their fellow-countrymen 
which they can hold up as a model. A 
realm where there are Life Peerages, 
and competitive examinations, and ab- 
solute religious toleration, is a species 
of earthly paradise to which they can 
call attention whenever tho hackneyed 
moral has to be pointed anew. 

But the typical and most unreasonable 
Sinomaniac is an old resident in a 
treaty port who has outgrown any 
desire to visit his native land, generally 
because, when he attempted to pitch 
his tent in the mother country, his 
manners were so disagreeable, his 
temper so irritable, and bis views so 
alien from those of his friends, that, in 
self-defence, they used every moans to 
induce him to go away again, On 
revisiting Chins, this queer anachronism 
has two courses open to him. Tho 
first is to be insignificant. The second, 
to be odd. Prndence dictates that 
ho should incontinently adopt the 
role of eccentricity, so he commences 
Sinomaniac. It is a part requiring 
very little knowledgo and an abundance 
of obstinate assertion. Everything in 
Europe is to be ridiculed; everything 
in China is to bo lauded. The dress, the 
customs, the philosophic beliefs, the 
trading capacity of the natives, are all 
presented under » roso-coloured light 
and are also to be freely spinkled with 
a rose water perfume. 

It would be curious to know what a 
Sinomaniac would do if ho were por- 
mitted to work his own unsavoury 
will in a community like Shanghai. Lo- 
gical consistency (and your Sinomaniac 
is nothing if not logical) will obligo 
him to abolish all our costly system of 
drainage, to put out our gas, to pull 
down our stone houses and banks—to 
give up keeping broughams and traps, 
and to go about in wheelbarrows or on 
China ponies. Onr fire engines would 
be superseded by the feeble con- 
trivances in use in the native city, 
which allow whole suburbs to be burnt 
to ashes without hope of salvation. 
Onr bund, with its substantial masonry, 
would be destroyed to make way for 
that “rushy bank” on which the 
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imposing Settlement the British Minister 
spoke of, with such just. pride now 
rises. This is the meaning of the cant 
of the Sinomanisc. Ibis to be regretted 
that, men have not the courage to bring 
theirplatitudes toa reductio ad absurdum, 
‘and, to expose the fallacies which 
underlie them. The trath is that 
China has, as we have indicated above, 
two. or three strong points. She 
established system of competitive 
examination before other people, and 
she wisely or unwisely has no heredi- 
tary legislators. Mencius struck two 
chords that have found echoes in 
Enropo after long centuries, for he 
dared to avow that in legislation the 
poople wore the first consideration, and 
he advocated in Miltonic language the 
right of an outraged nation to slay 
despot Kings. There have not been 
any conspicuous religi i 
This is the sum and substance of the 
case for the defendant. In effect, if we 
jndge her by her fruits, the nation has 
failed, Her judicial system is hope- 
lessly corrupt. Her criminal code is 
disfigured by hideous tortures, Her 
scholarship is dismal pedantry. Hor re- 
sources are undeveloped. Hardy wrong. 
headiness can alone find anything to de- 
fend in a Government which refuses to 
make roads to supply starving millions 
with food, and allows stores of rice to rot 
on tho quay of ous of its ports while it 
is indebted to the foreigners whom it 
hates and traduces for the food which 
keops the victims of its incapacity from 
rising in uttor despair and tearing the 
rotten fabric to piece 

















REVIEW. 
Meroe of South rican Discnery— 
iy Ne DAwvens. Londen 
areas Ward & Co, 1878. 
Ix this work, which forms the companion 
volume to that issued at the end of last 
year, Mr. D'Anvers gives an account of 
‘the explorations of those travellers who 
started from points South of the Equator. 
Commencing with the discovery of the 
Capo of Good Hope, in 1486, by Bartholo- 
mew Diaz, a Portuguese oflicer in the service 
of King Henry Il, he traces the various 
achievements of numerous heroes down to 
Stanley's adventurous journey across the 
Continent, ‘The roll of honoured names, 
whose doughty deeds of peace are here 
recorded, is perhaps not quite so long 
‘as that of those who have devoted their 
energies to the exploration of the Northern 
portion of Africa, but it possesses, if 
possible, more interest from the fact that 
the work has, for the most part, been done 
in our own day, and by men whose names 
are, many of them, as familiar as house- 
hold words. Drs. Moffat and Livingstone, 
Galton, Burton, Speke, Grant, von der 
Decken, and Cameron, are all men of 
European reputation, and have done much 
to lift the veil of mystery from the Southern 
portion of what Mr. Stanley terms the 
dark Continent, but much still remains to 
be done, and even now much is being done, 
Mr. D’Anvers, in speaking of the future 
of African exploration, hopes much from 
the expedition despatched by the Inter- 


national African Association at Brussels, 
which has unfortunately met with a check 
at the very outset by the death of two 
of its leading members. With its auc- 
cess, he says, will begin a new era of 
‘African discovery ; the true connection, 
if any connection there be, between the 
systems of the Nile and the Congo, will 
be determined beyond a doubt; the real 
relations of the various tribes of the great 
African family to each other and to the 
outer world will be revealed ; and the slave- 
trader will bo replaced by the merchant 
with bales of legitimate commerce. When 
all these hopes have been realized, Mr. 
D’Anvers promises to supplement his two 
interesting volumes by a record of the 
exploits of yet other heroes, as earnest, as 
self-forgetful, as persevering, and, if it be 
possible, more triumphantly successful than 
those whose feats he has already described 
so pleasantly. All that has been said in 
the home papers in favour of the Heroes of, 
North African Discovery, applies with equal 
force to the work now before us, and we 
would recommend the perusal of both to 
those who wish to know how the mighty 
gaps in the map of Africa are gradually 
being filled up, and have not the means of 
consulting the numerous volumes in which 
the deeds of tho different travellers are 
recorded. Mr, D’Anvers has saved them 
all trouble in that respect by giving them 
in a handy and compendious form the gist 
of the information which he has gathered 
from some seventy or eighty works, sup- 
plementing the whole by a clearly drawn 
map of Africa, the only drawback to which 
is that Stanley is made to have traced the 
course of the Congo much further to the 
North of the Equator than was actually the 
case. This error is probably due to some 
preconceived theory on the part of the com- 
piler as to a possible connection between 


“the river systems of the Congo and the 


Nile. 








@utports, 





‘NEWCHWANG. 


Our correspondent writes I. enclose 
copy of a new Rule just passed by tho 
Powers that be, and’ which would be 
published by the official organ of the port, 
were such a voice in existence at this small 
place. A very good and necessary bye-law 
indeed ! Tho wonder is that it has only 
just been thought of | Well I know that it 

often been’ mooted ; but until now the 
‘measure lias been slurred over, because it 
interfered with the notions of one person, 
so that it was diffoult to get the right thing 
done. Nous avons changé tout cela ; and the 
rule just passed is a criterion that not only 
have we a “head” now, but energy also. 
‘Phere is more need for good and experienced 
men at the head of affairs in limited com- 
munities, than where “public opinion” 
would be of some importance ; and people 
who have never lived except under the 
protection of the Iatter, cannot imagine the 
Injustice which even one individual can 

0 











«The following Rule and Bye-law, which 
i inserted under the General Pilotage Regula- 
tions, has been drawn up, at this port, by the 
Harbour Master, in consultation with the 
‘Treaty Power Consuls :-— 

“General Regulations, VIL—Local Rule, 
9.—A Pilot aball not, under penalty of dismis- 
sal from the Chinese Pilotage Service, trade 


as.a merchant, storekeeper, or act as. trading, 
‘agent of apy kind, 
“Cuas, DeionTox-BraysuEr, 
“ Harbour Master. 


“« Harbour Master’s Office, 
“Nowchwang, 6th June, 1878.” 
12th June. 





‘TIENTSIN. 


We have had several fine rains during the 
last few days, with a yet uncertain aspect of 
the sky. ‘Too much “wet” is now to be 
dreaded almost as too much “dry” hith¢ 
—one burns, the other rots, 
ground, 

A project is on foot for sending to their 
homes a large number of the refugees now 
about Tientsin. ‘There are said to be about 
50,000, hereabouts. ‘The Chinese authorities 
will co-operate with foreigners in the 
matter, and the former say it will require 
about Ts, 2 Pe capitum, to, give them a 
little start in life again, and carry them 
over the next two months, Something 
needs to be done, if possible ; but at best 
only a portion of the whole number can bo 
probably sent away. 

‘Another muisance that needs attention 
is the heating, decaying grain that covers 
the bund, piled up in some places a scoro 
of fect high. With these rains, and tho 
following hot suns, tho stench is be- 
coming intolerable.” Really it docs not 
soem very different—stowing diseaso away 
in a pit or ditch 10 fect deep, or piling it 
on the earth's surfaco 10 feet high. Prob- 
ably in the former caso, it becomes a little 
more concentrated. 

‘A daily Customs’ mail has been estab- 
lished betwoen this placo and Peking, the 
rate per letter being 3 candareens or 48 
cash ; also by steamers between this, New- 
chwang, Chefoo and Shanghai; rato 6 
candareens or 80 cash. ‘We are glad to see 
this project started, but would suggest tho 
propriety of reducing the charge at least 
one-half. ‘The project would be more 
likely to succeed. 

10th June, 





1e seed in the 








HANGCHOW, 

Since the great meeting of the. Pros- 
byterian Synod, we have been pursuing the 
even tenor of our way withont any special 
excitement. Some interest has been awaken- 
ed by the sojourn, inour city, of a boat's crow 
of thirteen Coreans, who, it seems, wero 
blown from their course by adverse winds, 
and wrecked near Ningpo. They were 
taken in charge by the Chinese mandarins, 
and sent to the provincial capital, to be 
cared for, until proper arrangements could 
be made for their return to Corea. Their 
stay here has been protracted longer than 
they expected, by the severe illness of one 
of their number, a Iad twelve or fiftoon 
years of age. Though unable to speak any 
Chinese except the words FR Wt («1 
don’t understand”), yet they write tho 
Chinese character with facility, and, in this 
way, make known their wants. 

‘While some foreigners were 1g them. 
recently, and a number of Chineso wero 
present, they wrote the following sprightly 


ceotinent HB HE hs $= 
ZA. this room, though small, 
can assemble the men of three kingdoms.) 
‘The colestials regarded them an inferior 
race, even to us foreigners, but are 
to congratulate them on having advanced 
so far from barbarism as to know the 
Chinese written . ‘They seemed 
to know something of the Roman Catholics, 
but hinted that’ the high standard of 
customs and morality in their country 
rendered it quite unnecessary to introduce! 








a foreign religion, 
4th June, 
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out somewhere about midnight in some 
Chinese buildings not very far from the 
premises formerly owned by Messrs. Dent 
& Co., and now in the joint occupation of 
a firm of Singay merchants, and the 
sole representative of American mercantile 
interests at this Luckily the wind 
was from the South, otherwise a large yard 
stacked full of timber adjacent to the pre- 
mises above-mentioned must inevitably 
have ignited, and it is difficult to say to 
what extent the fire would have spread. 
Owing to the exertions of the very efficient 
fire brigade, organised and presided over 
by Col. Cooke, commandant of the remnant 
of the ‘green heads,” or foreign drilled 
force that did so much service during the 
rebellior, and his second in command 
Major V:atson, the fire was confined to a 
block of Chinese buildings, occupying an 
area of about half an acre in extent. Of 
these little now remains but a heap of 
smoking bricks, amongst which might be 
soon on the following day numbers of ragged 


looking Chinesegropingforcharredremnants | P! 


of timber, or hunting for relics of incom- 
bustible property whilst here and there a 
disconsolate woman was sitting on the 
remains of her ruined domicilo moanin, 
and deploring her losses. ‘The methodi 
and systematic nature of expressions of 
grief on the part of Chinese females most 
certainly encousages a doubt in their 
sincerity. One can hardly believe in the 
reality of sorrowful utterances that can find 
vent while the performer is comfortably 
seated on a three legged stool, and ceases 
her moanings abruptly to indulge ina cup 
of tea, address a remark to a bystander, or 
smile curiously at the inquisitive, and, in 
some instances, intrusive, foreigner. 

16th June. 











Christ Church; tho opening of which was 
roported a fow months ago, was on last 
Sunday the scene of an unusually interest 
ing and important ceremony. Threo native 
clergymen who have been in deacon’s 
orders for more than a year, and havo 
proved themselves faithful ‘and useful 
workers, were admitted to the order of tho 
priesthood, by Bishop Russell. 

‘Morning prayors were read at 9 A.at., and 
an address delivered by the native pastor 
of Christ Church. At 11 a.a, the ordi 
tion took place. Only adults were admitted, 
with the exception of the elder scholars 
from three of the schools. ‘The members of 
the Grace Church Congregation were also 
presen: 


it. 

‘The service opened with a hymn, and 
was followed. bya sormon by the Rev. F. 
¥. Gough, the senior Missionary. He took 
for his text two separate verses, Acts xx, 
28, and Hebrews xm, 17, On the 
ho addressed tho candidates for ordination, 
describing the duties of the office to which 
they were about to be admitted and point- 
ing out the spirit in which those duties 
should be fulfilled. From the second verse 
Mfr. Gough exhorted those who would form 
tho spiritual charge of these three Brethren 
to assist them in their responsible function 
and to make their path easy by a docile 
and obedient reception of theiradmonitions. 

‘After the singing of another hymn, 
Mr. Gough presented the deacons to the 
Bishop, who, ‘after the solemn enquiry as 
to,the fitness’ of the candidates had been 
satisfactorily answered, read the usual 
Preistory declaration, and then enid the 

itany and suffrages. The Ante-Communion 
‘office was read by the Rev. J. Bates. The 
Ofdination hymn has been translated by 
Bishop Russoll and was heartily sung to the 
Old ‘Hundredth. The Bishop was assi 
in the laying on of hands by the Rev. F. F. 
Gough j J..Bates, anid J. R. Wolfe. At the 





It will be readily understood that this 
Ordination was a matter of no small joy to 
‘those who have laboured long in the field, 
and that it is hoped an impetus has been 
given to the Native Church in Ningpo 
‘which will make itself felt. 





FOOCHOW. 
The Herald says few foreign residents 
can call to mind sharper rain-storms than 
those which visited the foreign Settlement 
and Pagoda Anchorage on the afternoons 
of the 30th and 3lst ultimo. Wind and 
rain came down with great fierceness on 
both occasions, and caused considerable 
inconvenience ‘and some damage in the 
native quarter.—Regarding the tea-steamer 
lotteries, the Herald says it is altogether 
ata loss to comprehend the intense interest 
manifested by an essentially mercantile 
community in the annual Hankow tea- 
steamer lottery. In view of the unexam- 
led cheapness of this season's Ningchows, 
it would have thought that the interest 
of shippers would dictate a line of policy 
less suicidal than this weak encouragement 
of ocean racing. The idea of jeopardising 
a handsome profit in prospective—with the 
alternative of receiving merely the insured 
value—in order to gratify the morbid 
vanity of a few boastful skippers is, it must 
be confessed, somewhat irreconcileable 
with all preconceived notions of sound 
mercantile business.—The same paper hears 
that the s.s. Braemar Castle, bound to 
London with new season's teas from 
Foochow, left Singapore at midnight on 
Slst ulto. The run to Singapore from 
Pagoda Anchorage was, it is understood, 
accomplished in 6 days 22 hours. 
Tea.—Owing, in great measure, to the 
reduced supply of fino descriptions, there 
has been less apparent anxiety to relieve 
teamen of certain unpleasant responsibility 
in regard to the holding of stock. Extensive 
arrivals of inferior flavory to medium grades 
of Congou have taken place during the week 
ending tho 6th inst., and these kinds have 
been purchased to a fair extent at about a 
reduction of from Tis. 142 per picul on 
opening rates. At the same time, nearly 
parcels of good medium to finest quality 
have commanded extreme prices, if not a 
positive advance on the enhanced quotations 
current at date of last report. ‘The total 
supply of Congou now exceeds 300,000 
chests, being fully 100,000 chests in excess 
of the arrivals at corresponding period lst 
season. Of this unusually heavy quantity, 
only a very small proportion of fine to finest 
grades remain in native hands, and, while 
further arrivals of first crop leaf may be 
looked for during the ensuing fortnight, 





first | the supply of fine descriptions must be con- 


sidered as pratically at an end. Souchongs 
have arrived in moderate quantity during 
the week, but the quality, so far, does not 
ay to attract buyers at the high prices 
taked by native dealers, A small boriness 
in Oolong and Scented ‘Tea has taken place 
at somewhat easier rates. 

Settlements of Congou from 30th May to 
5th June=60,540 chests at Tis. 64 a 33 per 
Bical (short); settlements of Souckong from 

‘May to 5th June=884 chests at Tis. 
20 a 43 per pical (short); settlements of 
Oolong from 30th May to 5th June=2,078 
d-chests at Tis. 13} @ 19 per picul (short) ; 
settlements of Pekoe from 30th May to 5th 
Tane—3% cheats at Ts. 56 270 per picul 
(short) ; settlements of Scented Tea from 
30th Blay to Oth June—5,170 boxes at Ts. 
244 a 314 per picul (short). 
‘Total Arsivala, Total Sotlementa, Stock, 
chests. _ chests. chests. 
308,124 223,905 $4,219 
6,800 845,916 








Freight.—To London, per steamer, £2.10 
per ton of 40 cubic feet. - Vessels loadi 
for London, steamships Holland, Glenroy, 
Dewealien (under despatch), Oxfordshire, 
Cyphrenes, State of Alabama. In port, 
probably toload for London, s.s. Historian, 
and sailing ship Black Prince. For Aus: 
tralia, steamships Killarney (under de- 
gpatch and Zrshae, and sailing vessels 
Georgina and E. MM. Young. Vessel 
expected to load, for London, steamship 
Burmese, For ‘Australia, sailing ships 
Ussiah, Alexander Newton, Occident, and 
Jessie McDonald. 





AMOY. 

There is no news to transmit to you 
since the occurrence of the Regatta, ‘Tho 
Chinese are rather exercised over @ pro- 
phecy that pestilenco is about to visit the 
port. It is to be hoped that, like most of 
thoir predictions, it will turn out false, 
enclose a translation of a placard on the 
subject in Chinese, which has been posted 
on the wall of the joss-house in the middle 
of Kulangsu, It is as follo 

“*A letter has been received from the 
Han-lin compiler Liang Yao-shu and Wa 
Pao-chiian, M.A., both natives of Kwang- 
tung, but now in Peking, saying that on 
the 2nd day of the 1st moon of this year 
the holy Kuan Ti manifested himself upon 
tho altar at tho Chéng-yang gate, and 
delivered a prophecy in the following terms: 
jen 10th of tho Gt moon (oth July) 
between 7 and 9 p.m, the Destroying Angel 
‘will come upon you, | Let all retire early to 
reat, and not remain sitting orlying beneath 
tho eaves of houses. ‘Those who disobey 
will assuredly dio within the year, while 
those who avoid doing this will’ secure 
happiness, 

* Again, from the 25th to the 27th of the 
7th moon, at noon on each day, the: Angel 
of Pestilence will come upon you and poison. 
your water. You must not then draw from 
the river, or from tho sea, or from wells 5 
and those who have wells of their own 
should have them covered over and fastened 
seourely down, whereby they will etcapo 
without injury. Let all store up before- 
hand plenty of water in kongs; thoy will 
thus be safe. And whosoever copies and 
circulates this notice for general informa- 
tion, verily his morit shall be great.” 

«bath day of 4th moon—25th May, 1878.” 

‘The cholera is the pestilence that is anti- 
cipated. I only hope that the present scare 
will induce the natives to practice the virtue 
of cleanliness a little more than they do, 
and to observe tho most elementary of 
sanitary laws. It will then have done some 


good and may ward off some epidemie.— 
ily Press Cor. 














HONGKONG, 

‘Tho China Mail learns that the Vicoroy 
of Canton, under advice, has refused per- 
mission for the embarkation of Chineso 
emigrants for Peru on board the steamer 
Perusa. ‘That vessel wil, therefore, 
ceed on her voyage, with cargo and a 
numberof eens for Honolulu. ‘The 
permission has been declined pending ref- 
erence to Peking, and the question will 
most likely have to be fought over again at 
the Chinese capital. Messrs. Olyphant & 
Co., agents of the China and Peruvian Steam- 
ship Co., have, the Mail understands, sent 
in a claim against the Chinese Government 
for damage caused by delay.—The samo 
paper notifies that a powerful steam laundry 
is advertised for sale, which is capable of 
turning out some 3,000 pieces per diem, 
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and if this is the case, it would prove to be 
‘a valuable acquisition to the power 
of the Colony and a good investment for a 
few small capitalists. When efforts were 
being made to form a Company for the 
establishment of a steam laundry some 
twelve months ago, the support of most of 
the large steamship companies was, pro- 
mised, and they will in all probability be 
found as ready to countenance this venture, 
although of mnch more modest pretensions. 
If the experiment prove successful, the 
laundry could easily be enlarged. © The 
kindred establishment at Shanghai is, we 
believe, a flourishing concern, and there is 
even greater reason to believe that a similar 
scheme would in Hongkong meet with 
general support. 

‘The China Mait understands that a nolle 
prosequi will be entered by the Attorney- 
General in the Decation poisoning case. 
‘There is probably not sufficient evidence to 
satisfy a Jury of the guilt of any one of the 
men in custody, end only one is the actual 
criminal; but it is nevertheless to, be re- 

that a crime of such a flagrant 
Fature ahould go undetected ‘snd un- 
punished.—H.E. Chen Lan Pin, the Chi- 
nese Minister for Peru, Spain’ and the 
United States, will leave for Canton to- 
morrow, to make his ceremonial calls on 
the high provincial authorities there. ‘The 
Minister, it is intended, will return in 
a few days, as he purposes resuming his 
journey to America in the P. M. 
City of Tokio, Mr. Ng Achoy, barrister, 
has left for Canton to advise’ the Vice- 
roy regarding the affair of the Persia, 
which affair, the Mail says, is simply an 
attempt to’ carry out the terms of the 
Peruvian ‘Treaty with China,—The new 
iron-works at Shau-ki-wan have been 
formally opened. |The premises are ex- 
tensive and cover a large area of ground. 
If properly managed it is believed that this 
new industry will become a very important 
featuro in the Colony. A number of rice- 
pans were manufactured, but they were 
found to be defective, owing to the presence 
of salt in the sand used for moulding, and 
the works are consequently again brought 
to a standstill until sand of proper quality 
can be procured from the neighbourhood of 
Canton. When in full swing there will be 
from 60 to 80 men employed, and these 
will be capable of turning out about 400 
pans 4 day of the largest size, or 600 small 
ones. ‘The Mail believes ‘that a glass 
manufactory will also be established there 
shortly. 
























CANTON. 

‘The people of this city are in a state of 
excitemont in consequence of the predicted 
visitation of cholera next month. On the 
28th ultimo the image of Ting Han, the 
Goddess of Mercy, was taken out by the 
people and carried through the streets with 
the object of thus averting from the city 
the announced pestilence. 

On the 29th ultimo  fteen men convicted 
of piracy were decapitated on the execution 
ground, 

‘News has been received of a rising at 
Fu Chau, a place about two hundred miles 
from this, where, it is said, eight thousand 
men have risen ‘in revolt and are scouring 
the country round, plundering all the 
villages they come to. Soldiers have been 
ordered to the scene by the Canton autho- 
rities.—Daily Press Cor. 

Gth June. 


An affray happened at the Pun Yu 
Yamén, the day before yesterday, which 
merely illustrates the way the yamén un- 
derlings spend the shining hours. There 
are, Iam told, gambling tables in most 
yaméns, and there the mandarin’s attend- 
ants and soldiers waste their scanty pay. 
On the day in question gambling was going 
on as usual. Amongst the company were 
several confederates who ha? conspired to 
make a clean sweep of The 
magistrate having gone out on official busi- 





ness, these gentlemen commenced to put 
their nefarious design into execution; a 
warm resistance was offered, and a general 
melée ensued. The Magi 

while this was going on, and the sound of 
the blows and shots greeted his ears as he 
entered his Yamén. Ho inquired of his 
attendants what was the matter, and they, 
being concerned in the tables and not wish: 
ing to betray guilty knowledge of their 
existence, replied that a band of robbers 
was attacking the yamén. ‘The disturbance 
‘was suppressed and three mon arrested, who 
are now awaiting their trial. In the ‘fight 
a chair-coolie was shot through the thigh, 
and now lies in a precarious state. 

Much sickness prevails at presentamonget 
the Chinese, and the rate of mortality is 
unusually high. ‘The European Settlement 
on Shameen is also more than usually un- 
healthy at present. 

Four committees have been appointed by 
the authorities to take charge of the rebuild- 
ing of the embankment in the Tsing Yuen 
district. ‘The embankment, as you will re- 
member, has given ‘way more than once, 
causing inundations which plunged thous- 






lists at Canton, and an office has been opened 
in the Cheung Son temple, through which 
the money collected will pass. 

‘The other day two trading junks collided 
in the river, whereupon the crews com- 


'S. | menced to fight, the result being that one 


man was shot dead. The man who fired 
the shot is in custody. 

‘There was a very small show of dragon 
boats on the 5th inst. The distress caused 
by short crops, inundations, and the tornado 
is the reason of the little attention paid to 
the festival.—Daily Press Cor. 

12th June. 





SINGAPORE. 

‘Tho Western Australian papers state that 
an occasional steam service between that 
colony and the Straits Settlements and 
India, is likely to be shortly established, in 
connection with a service to the other 
Colonies. 

His Siamese Majesty's yacht Viseta, 
Captain John Ross, arrived at Bang: 
kok on 9th May, fifty-three days from 
Southampton, including detentions at Gib- 
raltar, Port’ Said, Suez, Aden, Galle, 
Singapore, and three days in Suez Canal. 
On the 17th instant, His 
and Princes took a trip to Packnam an 
back, and before leaving the Viseta His 
Majesty expressed His high approval of the 
yacht, and congratulated Captain Ross on 
her quick run out from England. 

‘A boa constrictor about sixteen feet long 
was caught on the 2nd inst. in a drain in 
the Lascars’ quarters adjoining the Master 
Attendant’s Office. It was killed the next 
day by administering carbolic acid, and the 
body forwarded to the Rafiles Museum. 

Some stir is at last being made with 
regard to the defences of the port. Heavy 
guns and joes are reported to be on 
the way out, and tenders have been adver- 
tised for by Government for the construc- 
tion of the proposed works which are under 
the superintendence of Lieut. Henry E. 
‘McCallum, R.E. 

‘Major McNair and Captain Walker, 
A.D.C., have been deputed to represent 
His Excellency, the Governor, at Sungie 
‘Ujong, upon the occasion of the marriage 
of the Datu Klana’s daughter, and will 
leave in a day or two in the Pluto for that 
purpose. His Excellency intended origin- 
ally to be present on the occasion, but now 
finds it inconvenient to leave Singapore.— 
Straits Times. 














NAGASAKT. 
The Rising Sun of the 12th inst. says it 


is rumoured that the Coreans are buying 
large quantities of rifles frcm the Japanese, 
and it hears that 17,000 have been already 


returned | dirty 


Majesty the King | i 


disposed of in Ni 
hhave been seen 


Several Coreans 


ipwrecked sailors, 
Yakunin of that country, 
and no doubt if the rumour be true the 
coincidence can be explained. 





‘YOKOHAMA, 


The Gazette says the cricket match, 
“Yokohama Club v. The Fleet,” resulted in 
favour of the Settlement. Only nine of the 
‘Navy team went to the wickets, and wero 
very easily disposed of for 25, by the Club 
bowlers, Dr. Wheeler and Mr. Abbott, who 
were in excellent form. Mr, Llewellin’s 18 
was carefully put together. —The Yokohama 
Amateur Rowing Glub held their annual 
regatta on the 8th inst., in the harbour. 
‘A spirit of enthusiasm’ appears to have 
been thrown into the preliminary arrange- 
ments which did not exist last year, whon 
the day's sport, was restricted to two row- 
ing matches—Champion Pairs and Canton 
Fours—and though there were not suf- 
ficient entries for all the “events” pro- 


| Bored in tho original programme of thie 
a 


year's regatta, there were suficient to 
attract a number of spectators, to make 
the harbour lively with the boats of the 
various competitors, and to make up a 
whole day’s races, two of which took place 
in the forenoon, and the remainder in tho 
afternoon, ‘The weather was brilliantly 
fine, with a breeze which, by general agreo- 
ment, left nothing to be desired for the 
sailing matches. ‘The sea, however, was 
“nmpy” off the Hatoba, which had the 
effect of somewhat delaying the starting. 
A very pleasant day appears to have been 


spent. 

The Herald says the German residents 
in Yokohama have, in reply to their tole- 
‘gram respecting the health of the Emperor 
of Germany, received the followin; 
“Genoral state satisfactory. No immediate 
danger, Bulow.’—The same paper hears 
that much excitement prevails in Tokio, 
and that many rumours are current. 
General Tani, who defended Kumamoto 

inst the Satsuma insurgents, is said to 
Ttave been assassinated at Kumamoto, and 
all private telegraphic messages to Kiushiu 
are, for the present, prohibited. Arrests 
are’boing mate on all sides, and itis said 
anew and serious conspiracy against. tho 
Government has been discovered.—The 
jomura road was recently thrown into a 
state of excitement by a chase given by a 
large number of the Russian man-of-war 
Haydamack's men to two British sailors 
belonging to the crew of H.ML's 
Modeste, ‘Theso strolled into. “ sailors’ 
town,” and there fell among the Philistines, 
and retreated before a considerably superior 
number into the tavern called the “ British 
Queen,” and finally upon its roof whence 
they managed to make their escape.—Later 
in the evening one of the Haydamact’s 
men was stabbed by a discharged English 
sailor, and taken to the German hospital. 
‘A strong Russian patrol went about 10 
Pam. the round of the public Howes to 
ick up any st lers and carry them on 
Pied te Nass Niel! Shinbon gives. a 
table showing the amounts subscribed to 
the new National Loan, as being yen 
871,300. Besides these, there are numerous 
‘subscriptions of less than 5,000 yen each, 
making a total of 2,560,000 yen. ‘The 
following have offered to subscribe, but 
have not yet paid the first instalment :— 


Mitsu Bishi M.S.S. Co. .. 


‘The 10th National Bank. 
Kawasaki Hachiyemon «... 




















500,000 
150,000 
300,000 


950,000 


‘The samenativeofiicial organ, according to 
the translation in the Japan Herald, says 
“When our ships arrived at Tientsin wit 
the rice that had been bought by, subserip- 
tions for the relief of the famine in China, 











they were received with every token of 
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‘itude, and neither from the ships nor 
frum their cargoes were any dues exacted. 
H.E. Mori, happening to have an interview 
with the Kinsa Daijin at Peking, and 
expecting that the proud Duijin would 
condescend to express their appreciation of 
this act of neighborly kindness, said “as 
soon as the news of the famine in your 
country reached Japan, Their Majesties 
the Emperor, the two Empresses, the 
Daijin, Sangi, Krcacokw, Shizokw and 
Heimin, all hastened to subscribe money, 
and for’that money the rite was bought, 
which has now arrived.” But contrary to 
expectation, the Chinese Daijin did not 
show the slightest sympton of being moved, 
one Minister left them very. much 






















it did not behove the 
Middle Kingdom to remain inert any 
longer, and after some consultation the 
Imperial Treasury was opened and a 
donation given on the third day after 
that interview, in the mames of the 
Emperor and his mother. 

obstinacy of the Chinese Daijin.”—The 
Choya Shimbun says the opening of the 
Military Academy has taken place; the 
buildings were profusely decorated ‘with 
evergreens and the national flag. H.IH. 
Arisugawa-no-Miya represented His Ma- 
jesty, and read the following Imperial 
apeech :—'The strength of the Army 
depends upon the zeal and intelligence of 
its ofticers. I have therefore ordered the 
construction of this Academy, which I 
now formally open. I trust that it will 
furnish me with able officers, whe shall 
add to the strength of my army,” H.E. 
the Minister of War made a suitable re- 
ply, and after sone more speeches, x 
balloon was sent up. After the Princes 
and Ministers had left, the buildings were 
thrown open to the general public, 























Peking Gazettes. 









May 15th.—(1) A decree conferring the 
following appointments consequent “upon 
the death of Yuan Pao-héng :—Vice-Presid- 
ent of the Board of Punishments, Hwang 


Choh PAE (transferred from the Board 
of Ceremonies.) Vice-President of the 
Board of Ceremonies, Wang Wén-shao 


FE SCHR, who will contine to perform 
the duties of acting Vice-President of the 
Board of War. 

(2) Memorial by the Board of Civil Oftice 
uswer to the charges of a Censor, who 
accuses them of having made a man present 
his credentials and be gazetted to a post 
after he had actually died. ‘The regulations 
lay down that nominees for selection to 
appointments shall present their credentials 
on the first day of the month previous te 
their selection, which shall take place on 
the 26th of the following moon, or 55 clear 
days afterwards. An exception, however, 
is made in the Ist moon, when candidates 
ave allowed to present themselves ut the 
“ opening of the seals,” or the resumption 
of the ordinary routine after the new year's 
vacation, instead of on the Ist of the 
month, "This was the case with the indi- 
vidual in question, who was not, as the 
Censor seemed to imagine, represented in 
the following month’ by a substitute. 
Again, the Censor fails to understand why 
‘the man’s death had not, been reported by 
the 25th of the second moon, the day 
the drawings for provinees were’ held, that 
is, twenty-seven days after his decease, and 
imagines that the clerks held back the 
information in order to defer the appoint 
mont for another month, and thereby ob- 
tain a bribe from the candidate next on the 


























list. Had the announcement of the man’s 


death reached the Board on the 24th, the 
day before the drawing, the appointment 
would have been given’ to the candidate 
next on the list, but as a matter of fact it 





did not arrive until three days after the, 


@rawings had taken place. (See Gaztte 
of 2nd May.) 

May 16th.—(Abstracts of memorials.) 
Yén King-ming gives the particulars of a 
slight fall of rain they have been fortunate 
enough to obtain in Shansi. Rescript -— 
From the account of the memorialist it 


He was also directed to carry. out the 
tithing system with vigour, and put a 
stop to the distilling of spirits. He re- 
ported in reply that the harvest had been 
@ good one, and that there was no im 
mediate necessity for the sale of grain 
at reduced rates. The Governor, having 
his suspicions, sent an officer to make 
enquiries, when he found that the harvest 
had been’a failure, and the sale of grain at 
reduced rates was immediately required. 
The tithing system had never ey ‘prose- 








would appear that complete saturation has | cuted with any reality, and the only step 
not yet been obtained. Our anxiety re- | taken by the magistrate in the direction of 
mains intense. Let the Governor and his | sup, 









uder of this di 
ith aw uninteres 
from the Governor of Kiangsi, in answer 
toa charge from the Censur Ngou Yang- 
yiin, who declares that the cost of the 
periodical presents and birthday offerings 
to the higher officials of that province is 
distributed over the land and grain tax. 
‘The Governor denies the charge, and gives 
a'long history of the successive rates. of 
exchange and commutation tariffs that 
have been tixed by previous Governors, 
which, he asserts, have been faithfully 
adhered to. (For decree, summarising this 
memorial, see Guzette of 29th April.) 

May 17th.—(1) A decree in answer to a 
memorial from the Board of Works complain- 
ing of the non-payment of interest due by 
the province of Shantung. Of late years 
all that the Board have been able to obtain 
in response to repeated calls is a few thou- 
sand tacls, which have been made to do 
duty for the large sums in arrear. ‘The 
Governor is called upon to issue peremptory 
instructions to the Salt Commissioner to 
make a rule heneeforward to pay this inter- 
est yearly, irrespective of the amount of 
taxes obtained, and to forward it simulta 
neonsly in equal portions to the Board of 
Works and the Office of the Imperial House- 
hold. He is also directed to cousider in 

















what manner he will best be able to pay off 


arrears of this interest, and submit his pro- 
posals to the Throne. 
(2) Memorial by ‘Ting Pao-chéng, Gov- 
emor-General of Szech’wan, — requesting 
ion to arrest and imprison twelve 
fcials, sub-prefects, magistrates and 
others, who have neglected to account for 
certain taxes due by them, and have failed 
to make them good within the time allotted. 
He proposes to ascertain by enquiry from 
their clerks and runners whether these 
monies have been appropriated or devoted 
to other purposes, and he will at the same 
time send officers secretly to their respec- 
tive houses to confiscate their property and 
discover whether any hoards are secreted 
there. 














Postscript. memorial by the same 
officer, stating that during the past year he 
has been at particular pains to observe the 
character and capabilities of the various 
department and district magistrates within 
his jurisdiction, whose duties, as custodians 
of the people and their homes, involve 
such important interests. He finds that 
the acting Magistrate of Ta-chuh, when 
sent last year to Kinting-fu to make 
enquiries respecting the amount of judicial 
arrears, displayed an utter want of self- 
respect, and made use of the underlings 
for puzposes of extortion, obtaining with 
their aid some hundreds of taels. His 
arrogance and evil deeds have caused him 
to be avoided by his fellow magistrates, 
are afraid to have any intercourse with 
him. Again, the magistrate of T’ai-p'ing 
was called upon last year to report on the 
condition of the crops within his jurisdic- 
tion, which in consequence of want of rain 
during the Gth and 7th moons, promised 
to be an utter failure, to promote sub- 
scriptions amongst the gentry for the pur- 
chase of grain to be sold at reduced rates, 
and take other precautionary measures, 











pression of distilleries was to levy fines 


on his own account, inflicting as many as 


we whe resisted his, 











fessed ty call 
tributions,” though not 
expended in cluvity, This 


° the memorialist heard, cele- 
brated his birthday notwithstanding the 
distress that prevailed, and levied ‘offer 
ings” in all directions. ‘The extortions 
practised by his underlings are so exces- 
sive that no one dare complain at the 
magistracy, even in cases of robbery and 
murder. “The conduct of this man is 
detestable in the extreme, and the memo- 
rialist requests that he and the acting 
magistrate of Ta-chuh may at once be 
cashiered and proceeded against for extor 
tion. They have already been sent for 
to the provincial capital, and shall be sub- 
jected to most. rigorous and searching 
examination, (Decree already issued.) 
‘May 18th.—{1) A Decree, The Censor 
Ts'ui Mu-che memorialises requesting that 
orders may be given for the arrest of cer- 
tain despoilers of graves. He states that 
in the public burying ground attached to 
the west Shansi club, situated within the 
Kwang-an gate of the city of Peking, coffins 
which have been temporarily ‘deposited 
there awaiting removal have been unearthed 
and broken upen on five or six occasions 
since last winter. Such acts of unbridled 
jawlessness can never be permitted within 
the Lnperial precincts. Let the office of 
Gendarmerie, the Governor of Shun- 
tien, and the metropolitan Censors make 
every effort for the arrest and punishment 
of tlie offenders. Any attempt at suppres- 
siun of facts, or carelessness on the 
of the police of the locality in question, 
must be treated with uncompromising 














‘Decrees conferring the followi 
appointments :—Supervising Censor anc 
keoper of the Seal, Board of Ceremonies, 


it GAM AM. Chiet Supervisor, 


Inperial Supervisorate of Instruction, Hi 
Che-hiang EIR RE. 

(4) T’an Chung-lin Governor of Shénsi, 
reports the trial and execution of a man 
who murdered three members of a houso- 
hold, and attempted the life of a fourth. 
Ma Shéng-che a labourer, who hired him- 
self out to work, was on friendly terms 
with one Hii Lav-érh, a native of Yung- 
show-hien, from whom he often borrowed 
money and seldom paid it back, At the 
close of the year 1876, Mu Shéug-che hired 
himself out toa man called Wang Ch'ao-kin, 
and when he got an opportunity, wsed to 
sport with his employer's wife and act im- 
roperly with her unbeknown to her 
husband. At the end of six months or so, 
he suggested to the woman that they could 
prosecute their amours with more freedom 
if she ran away with him. The woman 
consented, and they eloped, baftling all 
attempts at discovery of their whereabouts 
by the injured husband. A month later, 
Ma Shéng-che went to see his old friend 
Hi Lao-érh, and get a little money out of 
him. Hi Lao-érh, who knew that he had 
carried off Wang Ch’'ao-kin’s wife, began to 
abuse him directly he saw him, ‘and told 
him not to come near the place again, Ma 
Shéng-she reproached him with want of 
friendliness, whereupon Hii Lao-erh got 
angry, declared he would let Wang 
know that he was there, and get him sent 














Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


646 


The AC. Berald and &. C. & C. Gazette. Juve 22, 1878. 











to prison; he also demanded payment of 
the sums that Ma owed him. A quarrel 
ensued, which was stopped by Hii’s wife, 
who got him to go to bed, and herself 
elired to rest. with her tho boys in a 
separate cupboard or recess, Ma lyin; 
down to sleep by the counter of Hii’s shop. 
In the middle of the night, still brooding 
over Hii Lao-érh’s refusal to lend him 
money, and fearful lest he should fulfil his 
threat of letting Wang know where he was, 
he came to the conclusion that he would 
kill Hii, to satisfy his vengeance and re- 
move a source of danger. ‘The moon had 
not yet set, and aided by its light hee crept 
stealthily to the sleeping man’s side, havi 
first possessed. himself of hoo that was 
Iying ‘to hand, with which he struck Hii 
on the head, wounding him on the mouth 
and jaw, and, as he could not pull out the 
hoe, which had imbedded itself in the bone, 
he despatched his victim, who had awoke 
and was screaming, with a long handled 
knife. _ The. wife, who was awakened 
by her husband’s screams, opened the door 
and cried out to know what was the matter, 
‘whereupon Ma Shéng-che, bethought him- 
self that, the mother and children might 
gre information to the authorities, and 
termined to kill them also. With this 
intent he pursued the woman, and cut her 
over the head with his knife. She tried to 
t it from him, when he wounded her in 
the arm and wrist, cutting off her little 
finger. ‘The woman then turned and ran, 
pursued by Ma, who again struck her to 
the ground. Guided by the light of the 
lamp burning in her room, he exchange 
his weapon for a sickle that was lying on the 
counter, with which he stabbed his victim 
and left her, as he thought, dead. Turning 
next to the little boys, who were awake 
and crying on their bed with fright, he 
struck one of them on the shoulder with 
his knife, whereupon tho other jumped up 
and ran off crying for help. He was pur- 
sued by the murderer and cut down, and 
while he was writhing on the ground was 
stabbed repeatedly in the face and neck 
until he died. Ma then returned to the 
other child and despatched him, after which 
he ran away. The woman was not dead, 
but she was unable to move, and lay where 
she fell until the next imorning when she 
was discovered by a neighbour, who com- 
municated with her father-in-law, and he 
took charge of her and nursed her, report- 
ing the outrage at the same time to the 
authorities, who succeeded in arresting the 
murderer, ‘The case was, as usual, tried by 
the Prefect, and by him passed on to the 
Judge, who in turn sent the prisoner up to 
the Governor. His guilt having been clearly 
established, the standing Imperial death 
warrant was put in force, and the man led 
forth bound to a public place where he was 
executed by the “slicing process.” His 
wets who would have been punished 





the infliction of a certain number of 
blows, followed by banishment, died at the 
inn at which she was staying. "The woman 
Hit has since recovered from her injuries. 
—Rescript : Let the Board of Punishments 
take note, 

(6) The Governor of Szech'wan reports 
the execution by ling-cl’e of a lunatic who 
murdered his mother during a paroxysm of 

-madness. 

May 19th.—(Abstracts of memorials.) 
Shén Pao-chéng reports the result of the 
economies he has effected, in obedience to 
orders in connection with the Treasury of 
the Intendant of Circuit. Rescript : “Let 
this sum of ‘Tis. 56,000 be forwarded at 
ouee to Li Hung-chang for transmission to 
Honan and Shansi. With respect to his 
proposals.that economies yearly effected in 
the grain transport service by river be for- 
warded to the Board, let the Board of 
Revenue consider the matter and report 
thereon. 

(1) A decree in answer to a memorial 
from Li Hoh-nien, Governor of Honan, 
conferring honorary distinctions upon five 
district Magistrates who have displayed 








‘unusual zeal and energy in the execution 
of relief measures. 

(2) A decree in answer to the same 
memorialist, acceding to a request that An- 
yang and other districts on the outskirts 


1g | of the famine region, where the harvests 


have been exceedingly scanty, and the 
people are in great distress, may be pro- 
vided with a month’s rations. Care must 
be taken in the distribution of this charity, 
that the sufferers may obtain the full. 
benefit thereof. 

(3) Memorial by Shén Pao-chéng, Gov- 
emor-General of the Liang-kiang, request- 
ing that the official biography of Li Lien- 
hiu, formerly Director of the Grand Court 
of Revision, may be prepared by the State 
Historiographer's Office. For many years 
an institution had existed at Nanking for 
the ecution of studies by advanced 
scholars, to which provincial graduates, 
senior licentiates, and others had access, 
irrespective of their place of birth, known 
by the name of the “ Chung-shan” college. 
Another college called the “Hi-yin,” in 
which more particular attention” was 
devoted to the study of the canonical 
books, verse composition, and the writing 
of essays, was afterwards established by 
Pao Shub, a former Governor-General. 
On the recapture of Nanking from the 
rebels, ‘Ts'éng Kwoh-fan, who was then 
Governor-General, set to work to en; 
Presidents for these two coll sada 
1864, secured the services of Li Lien-hiu 
ag president of the ‘ Chung-shan ” college, 





with supervi authority over # 
a | other institution, During his Incumbenoy, 


which lasted until his death in Febi 
last, a period of 14 years, he devoted 
his energies to the advancement of sound 
learning, and opened the door of under- 
standing to many with infinite labour and 
pains, stimulating diligence and conspicuous 
talent by the bestowal of rewards that 
were by no means small. ‘The Lieutenant- 
Governor and a number of his pupils 
faving now ollested and tabulated 
recot 





of his life, have ioned the 
Governor-General to pray His Majesty to 
sanction the compilation of his official 





biography. In endorsing this petition, the 
memorialist gives a short sketch of the 
carcer of the man for whom the honor is 
solicited. Born of a wealthy and distin- 
guished family, being the youngest son of 

i Tsung-han, late Vice-President of the 
Board of Works, Li Lien-hin devoted him- 
self to solitary study from his earliest youth, 
pursuing it with an energy and avidity that 
might be looked for in a poor and it 
digent scholar rather than the scion of a 
wealthy house. He obtained the degree 
of kin-she, or ‘petropelitan graduate, in the 
year 1846, and at the general examination 
Yor officers of the Han-lin College and 
Supervisorate of Instruction, His Majesty 
the Emperor Hien Féng, recognising his 
talents, placed him at the head of the list 
of the first grade, and offered him the post 
of Expositor. From this time forward he 
was continually employed in the cause of 
education. His first appointment was the 
Literary Chancellorship of Fuhkien, where 
he is to this day spoken of in terms of 
admiration. He was then removed to 
Kiangsu, ‘where his arrival was the 
signal for the revival of a literary spirit, 
though the province was plunged in 
active hostilities. On his appointment to 
the post of Director of the Court of 
Revision, he was enfeebled by sickness, 
and applied for permission to retire in the 
year 1859, He was then only forty years 
of age, and as he had held a literary ap- 
pointment, he felt that in the advancement 
of learning lay his duty to his country, for 
the neglect of which sickness could not be 
made a pretext. (Decree already issued.) 

(4) Tso Tsung-t’ang, in a postscript me- 
morial, requests permission to cashier a 
Colonel in tie army, who had been dis- 
missed from his regiment, and has been 














employing his leisare time in forging bank 
notes, the proceeds from the disposal of 


which he expended in gambling and 
debauchery. ‘The Governor-General pro- 
poses to send him back to his native place, 
and put him under the charge of persons 
who will become security for his future 
good behaviour. (Granted by reseript.) 


Public Meetings. 


MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 

At the Meeting of the Council held in 
the Council Room, 17, Kiangse Road, 
Shanghai, on Monday, the 10th June, 1878, 
at 9 o'clock am. 

Present :—Messrs. J. Hart (chairman), 
G. J. W. Cowie, P. G. Hibbe, E. H. 
wers, E, G. Low, R. Mackenzie, J. 

.. Withers, and the Secretary. 
The Minutes of the previous meeting are 
read, confirmed, signed, and for 
publication. 

Cash Statement, for the week ending 8th 
instant, is submitted for inspection, and 
cheques for sundry accounts are signed. 

Buildings — Hongkew Police Station — 
Plan of new buildings is submitted and 
approved of. Tenders for construction to 
be advertised for in the native newspaper. 

‘Roads—Markham Road Bztewsion.e- Tho 
following letter from the Senior Consul is 


submitted : 
Shanghai, 6th June, 1878. 
Srr,—Referring to your letters dated the 
8th and 12th April, 1878, and regarding the 
extension of the Markham to the Jessfield 
i, I have the honour to inform you, that 
H received” from 






















the 25th May last, that he spoke with 
Ministera of tho Yamén in regard to 
Markham Road, and that they agreod to 
write to the Provincial Officers in the senso 
that, if no i in 
Shanghai, non 


ment. 

It will be in the interest of the matter to 
delay the beginning of the works, until the 
instructions agreed upon havo reached the 
local authorities, 

Thave the honour to be, Sir, 
‘Your most obedient servant, 
©, Leven, 
Hig German Mojesty’s Consul-General, 


Senior Consul. 
J. Hans, Esq, 
Chairman Municipal Council. 

Silver Refining Establishments in Probst's 
Garden. —Report. is submitted from the 
Health Oficer stating that the fumes from 
the sulphuric acid used in the process are 
detrimental to health, and that the refuse 
fuid, containing sulphate of oppor, and 
other impurities, flowing into the Defence 
Greek, render the water unt for domestic 


use. 

Resolved to address the owners of the 
land, requesting them to have the nuisance 
abated. 



























Miscellaneous. 


THE PIRE AT THE CHARTERED MERCANTILE 
BANK. 

As briefly reported in our issue of Mon- 
day, fire was discovered to have broken 
out’in the Chartered Mercantile Bank of 
India, London and China, in the Kiukiang 
Road, on Sunday evening- ‘The alarm was 
rang at the different Police Stations a few 
minutes before eleven o'clock, and a large 
crowd soon collected round the Bank pre- 
mises; but with praiseworthy forethought 
police constables were stationed at the 
entrance gates and only known residents 
and firemen were allowed to enter tho 





building, but notwithstanding this re- 
striction it was speedily well filled 
with ready and energetic workers. The 
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fire originated in the bedroom at the north- 
weit comer of de building, which is 
ne occupi y the manager of the 
Sank, When first discovered the flames 
hhad good hold of the woodwork of the 
windows, and were communicating with the 
Everything being petecly dey and mors 
\ing being p ‘more 

Or leap of sa imilamnablo nature, the lames 
spread with amazing rapidity, and when 
the Police arrived with their extincteurs 
the room seemed to bo all ablaze. For- 
tunately, however, it was not so bad as 
appearances indicated, and many articles 
of furniture, clothing, and mural ornamen- 
tation were saved. ‘The extincteurs, com- 
bined with the efforts of the Hook and 
x Company, soon checked the pro- 

gress of the flames; and the engines, 
arriving with most commendable promp- 
titude, caused all apprehension of a serious 
conflagration to banish. ‘Two hose were 
run through the entrance corridor and up 
the staircase; and wherever a spark was 
to bo seen water was applied without stint, 
until the floor was flooded to the depth of 
two or threo inches. Happily there was 
‘a water-proof arch under the floor, pro- 
tecting the treasure room, which was 
boneath, and consequently the valuables 
of the Bank escaped damage from either 
wator or fire. In case, however, the flames 
had spread beyond control, the books, 
documents, and other like articles, were 
all placed in readiness for removal to the 
‘Agra Bank. It was wiso to take tho 
precaution, for it was only by the willing- 
ness of everybody to assist that the flames 
were so quickly extinguished, and if more 
water as sed than vas absolutely neces 
it only made assurance doubly sure 








‘When the firemen and public withdrew 
from the building, all that remained in the 
room in which the fire occurred was a once 
‘Deantiful brass bedstead, the mattresses of 
which were saturated with water, and a 
wardrobe ;,and both articles showed that 
the flames must have had good hold when 
their oxtinction was first essayod. ‘The 
walls wero rendered bare and the mould- 
ings wore dropping from the ceiling ; and 
tho woodwork of tho windows leading on 
to the verandah were charred and in one 
caso had beon pulled down altogether. 
The uppermost part of the oan ‘was 
completo wreck. All things considered, 
‘however, the damage was not great—thanks 
to the exertions of the police and the 
‘amateur firemen—for o refreshing breeze 
was blowing, and but for their timely 
arrival and their indefatigablo exertions 
the probabilities are that the building 
which is one of the oldest in the Settlement, 
would have been completely gutted. 
‘Thereis only the statement of the Chinese 
servants as to how the fire originated, but 
their explanation seems very simple,’ that 
is, that the window curtains blew ogainst 
the gas ‘bracket between the two middle 
windows ; and nobody being in the room or 
on the landing-at the time, the mischief 
was not discovered until a coolie went to 
ee that all was right before going to bed, 
when he found all the curtains ablaze. 














NOTES OF TRAVEL FROM HANKOW TO 
KAI-FUNG-FOO. 


‘Honan, May 1878, 
My Dear Mz. Momuzap,—I hopo to 
rive you in the following lines a few notes 
the way. 
rd May.—From Sin-yang-coo to Ming- 
kiang is 90 li. For the first half of the 
‘way, tho wheat is high and in the ear, for 
the latter half it is stunted. Upon the whole 
there are prospects of a good harvest. We 
met some men going North to buy women. 
Bread can be ough ‘at short distances by 

the roadside for 36 cash a pound. 
‘4th. — Ming-kiang to  Chob-shan-hsien 
is 90 1i—On this scction of road the 
wheat looks well. We paised one dead 








man in a field. The people of the city 
appear to have enough, but it is the refugees 
here, as in other places, who suffer. There 
are a few hundreds in the 
received relief from the Mandarins. Bread, 
38 cash a pound ; the usual price is from 18 
to 22 casha 

5th.—Choh-shan-hsien to Svi-p'ing-hsion 
is 90 li.—The wheat prospect on this section 
is not good, it is on the whole short, thin] 
sown, and suffering from want of rain. We 

two dead” men, one in a ditch 
and the other close to’ the cart-road, so 
that the people had to walk round’ the 
body. The leader of an outbreak in this 
vieinity, named Kia-heh-ri, has been cap- 
tured and killed, and the peopie have 
returned home. 

Gth. — Svi-p'ing-hsien to. Si-p'ing-hsien 
is 60 li.—The wheat along this road is very 
poor, a great deal has perished, large tracts 
are ‘frehly ploughed and harrowed, and 
the farther North we go the harvest ‘pros- 
ects sro wore. We were lodged in the 

‘amen, At the first gate lay a man who 
had lately died, a mere skeleton. Near 
the Northgate of Sr-ping-len, isa large 
number of new graves of those ‘who have 
died from starvation. We saw soine dogs 
exhuming one corpse and devouring it, 
tho crows were leisurely waiting their turn, 
We relieve 28 we see opportunity by the 
road, and would gladly help some in the 
cities, but as the officials are giving relief, 
and as there is greater distress in the 
North, we are pressing on with all haste in 
our catts, the jolting of which is calculated 
to bring’ every musclo of the back and 
sides into operation. Bread, 40cashapound. 
‘We have heard that the Government relict 















Si-p'ing-hsi ion is 
i.—We had a light shower of rain last 
night, which ‘continued till about noon. 
‘This ‘section is an immense plain, on the 
whole sparsely populated. ‘The wheat is 
the worst that we have seen, the rain will 
Goubtless greatly help the crops. We have 
a number of sad sights by the way. 
(1) Some dogs eating a corpse in a ditch, 
and some bones on the road. (2) A poot 
fellow lying in’ hole by the road, nearly 
dead.) jeneath a gateway leading toa 
busy village, one man dead, another dying, 
and a few nearly exhausted in the same 
lace, and some sleeping in doorways. 
G2 number of human bones: scattered 
about a field and some dogs eating a nowly 
buried body. (5) Two old women in a 
doorway near tho East Gate, one lay on 
the ground dying ; we called the other and 
she came, a poor careworn faco and nearly 
sightless eyes gazed upon us. We gave 
her some cash, and her eyes were filled 
with tears of gratitude, and she could not 
be restrained from knocking her head on 
the ground out of gratitude, and she 
returned to sharo the money’ with her 
perishing companion. (6) By the side of 
‘one of the principal streets in the city wo 
saw a dog gnawing the trunk of a body. 
Bread, 42 cash a pound. 
8th.—¥in-c'en-hsien to Lin-ing-hsien 
is 60 1i.—We passed three cart-loads of 
women going South to be sold, also a 
gnawed trunk of a man on the cart road 
and a woman lying dead in a village. ‘The 
wheat along this section of road has lately 
been sown, it is thin and only a few inches 
high on the whole. Rice, 180 cash a pint 
of 3lb. Goz, 
9th.—Lin-ing-hsien to Sv-ceo is 60 li. 
‘There is vory little wheat on this road, it 
is in patches and very short. We have 
not passed any refugees to-day, Bread is 
48 cash a pound. 
0th.—Sv-ceo to Wei-cen“hsien is 90 1i.— 
During the night we had very heavy rain, 
and intermitent showers with wind through 
the day. During the evening the wind blew 


furiously. 

Lith. —Wie-cen-hsien to Wie-si-hsien, 
60%i.—This section on the whole is very 
barren, and the soil is sandy. 
























temples, who | This has been 








12th.—Wie-si-hsien to Cv-sien-chen, 451i. 
—Thissection isprincipally asandplain, with 
scarcely any vegetation except a few frees. 
This has been the hardest day's travelling 
in my life. A hurtioane sprang up about 
10 a.m, and continued till about 5 p.zn., 
which raised the dust so that we were 
unable to see very far. It nearly suffocated 
us. I can only compare it to a person meet- 
ing avery strong blast, coming froma mill 
grinding brick-dust. 
18th.—Cv-sien-chen to K’ai-fung-fo, 451i. 
—This road is through a sandy plain. We 
had a strong wind, but the sand was not 
quite so bad as yesterday. In one part in 
the course of a few yards, we passed the 
gnawedtrunks,bleached bones, and queuesof 
fifteen persons. Who can tell the suf 
of these poor creatures ere they died’? 
This sand plain doubtless prevents many 
famished ones from going South. Close to 
tho city wo saw large numbers of starving 
men and boys, some carrying their daily 
portion of food, others were lying about 
the street and by the road-side, very weak, 
thin, and black with dirt—their poor thin 
faces seemed to have despair written upon 
them. We hope soon to do something for 
them, Our official letter was sent on before 
us, and when we arrived, we found a mis- 
erable little room about 1bit. x 8 ft. had 
been provided by the officials. "A. rickety 
table and ono chair had tobe placed against 
the wall before a person could sit down, 
We shall really need a better place, which 
Wo hope the officials will provide, or wo 
shall have to arrange for ourselves, 
1dth.—We made enquiries at a large bank 
about the forwarding of money, but the 
manager could not undertake to transact 
business for us. ‘The fin dust has been like 
aLondon fog all day. No one has como 
from tho yamén to see us, Bread 56 cash a 
pound. 
16th.—This morning wo visited two 
camps of refugees outside the East and 
South gates, containing about 8,000 persons. 
Each person receives daily two large ladles 
of boiled millet, which looks very good. One 
of the superintendents told us through tho 
constant uso of this diet many fall sick and 
die. The dist ‘people of the neighbour- 
hood receive relief in cash every five days, 
adults 60 and children 30 cash. A “Friendly 
Society” buries tho dead ; in one cemetery 
each grave had a nice head stone, In the 
afternoon we went to a camp outside tho 
West Gate. The gate-keoper let us in, but 
we had not’gns fir before wo were called 
back, and the overseer got into a great rago 
and ordered us to-leave at once, which wo 
did; ‘There’ aro many distressing’ sights, but 
the impreasion we received was that things 
are not so bad as we had heard, and that 
the official and:private efforts were able to 
cope with the present distress in the city. 
There is a. great deal of unoccupied land 
inclosed by the walls, and the dust is 
‘several inches thick on the streets. 
16th.—We had a sand storm during tho 
night. About 8 a.m. it began to rain and 
continued nearly all day. 
17th.—No one has come from the Yamén, 
and it’ was hinted that we should pay a 
visit, Mr. Taylor had an_ interview with 
the Hsien and the Fu. They were very 
cordial, and eulogised the kindness of 
those desirous of helping the poor, but said 
they were doing all in their power and were 
able to supply the need. Mr. Morrison 
arrived from Shanghai this afternoon. 
18th.—Tho Fu and the Hsien together 
paid usa ‘They said that a consulta- 
tion had taken place with the new Futal, 
and that they appreciated our intonded 
kindness, but as rain had fallen the distress 
was less and they were doing all in their 
power, so that foreign help was not really 
needed ; in fact, we could not do anything. 
We advise you, they said, to return, and 
Jet your friends know this. They’ dis 
couraged us in the idea of going North 
of the Yellow :River and_visit ‘several 
cities ; the -bearing of the interview. was 
that we could do nothing here, atid wero 
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requested to leave as soon as possible. We 
told them that wo should make arrange- 
ments for leaving on Monday. 
19th.—Early this morning some scholars 
posted up two bills on the front door of 
‘our inn, full of vile accusations calculated 
to stir up the people to make a riot. One 
of them was plain, the other had four ill- 
ustrations of the “devil’s doings,” accordin; 
to the accounts given in the book calle 

“The death-blow to corrupt doctrines.” 

20th.—We left for a place 200 li North 
in order to go by water to Tientsin. 

From K’si-fung-fu to the bank of the 

Yellow River is 30 li across a sandy plain. 

It took us about four hours to cross. Much 

time is taken in loading the ferry-boat 
. with carts, wagons, barrows, men and 

mules, The water is very muddy and 
shallow, men walk in’ the water from 
cither side, There is a sandy plain for 
about 20 li North of the river, so that this 
is surrounded by such a plain for a 
radius at least of 50 li, Stayed at Feng- 
kio-hsien, 60 Ui. 

‘21st,—Feng-kio-hsien to Tsoh-c’en, 70 
4. ‘The country is very barren, scarcely 
ablade a few inches high is to’ be seen, 
though a great deal is sown. : . 

‘22nd,—Tsoh-e'en to Tao-keo, 70li.—This 
whole section presents fair prospects. We 
had some rain in the evening, which will 
greatly revive the seed sown. This is the 
dépot for the Government grain which 
comes from Tientsin, by a small stream, 
‘We passed a largo number of wagons from 
different cities carrying suppl 8. 

25th, —Tao-k'eoto Cher 
‘Most of this section is very sandy, 

and little appearance of anything sown. 

‘26th,—irom. Chenanchsien to Toug- 
ming-hsien, 65 li, is very thickly planted 
with’ trees, Most of the land is sown, 
and the blades are a few inches high. | We 
had several hours of fine rain. ‘Tong- 
ming-hsien is a very busy grain mart, ithas 

~ very’ dirty streets, and several of the me- 
morial arches have sunk 10 or 12 feet. 
27th,—Tongeming-hsien to ‘Tsao-ceo-fu 

(Shang-tong), 60 li.—We passed about 200 

carts and barrows loaded with grain going 

to the former city. 

June 10th.—We have passed through 
520 [i in Shantong, and. 520 Ii in Kiang-sii. 
‘Through this section of country as far as 
“the eye could see, most of the arable land 
was full of standing corn, sufiicient, one 
would think, to supply the wants of the 
starving multitudes inthe surrounding 
provinces even for years to come. 

Tam, Yours, 
G. Chars. 
































AN EXHORTATION TO CHARITY. 

‘The following paper has been distributed 
about Wulu, It is excellently printed, 
and is issued by a printing press with 
moveable type ; it may have come from 
Shanghai and be distributed all over China. 
‘The admirable sentiments contained in it 
must strike even the most bigoted. If their 
acts only equalled their words, itis little the 
Chinese have to learn from Europeans :— 

‘Extraordinary is the dearth in the North 
provinces, bitter aro affairs before our eyes ; 
in Shansi, in Honan, the drought is ter- 
rible and exceeding great; in Shensi and 
Chihli nothing has been garnered in; year 
after year is a great drought, the various 
grains are not stored away ; red is the earth 
for 1 1,000 li, the green grass cannot grow 5 
no place is there to find things for satisfy- 
ing hunger; the roots and grass and bark 
of trees havo all heen devoured clear: off ; 
hunger piesses terrible to endure, it is 
impossible to sustain life; human flesh 
is much eaten, saddening to the eye 
aud grievous to the heart; men are 
sold, women are for sale, but there are 
none to takejthem over ; wives are deserted, 
children. abandoned and wander about 
and afar in all directions; young people, 
wives and women, throw themselves into 
rivers, giving .up’ their lives; the old in 
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years, destitute of strength, hang them- 





selves from beams and strangle themselv 
when the bowl is brought with life-resto 
ing food, they desire to eat but are unable ; 
cold and hunger together increase; mothers 
and children return to the dark regions ; 
and bones cover the earth, nine 

out of ten men die; crowds of hungry 
ghosts assemble, whose nightly cries are 
itiable to hear; a calamity such as this, 
sm of old has never been heard of ; hearts 

if iron, bowelsof stone, even such must weep 
and wail; officials and prefects are with- 


out resources, express memorials go to the | 


Court ; the Imperial bounty, the mighty 
virtue, issues grain and charitable monies ; 
gentry and ofcials in troubleand vexation, 

y and night are without rest; men are 
somany, the calamity so extensive, adequate 
assistance can’t overtake it; benevolent 
men aro begged and exhorted to put forth 
virtuous intentions; gradually diminish 
your expenses, the more then can you sare 
from starvation; the sight of the sub- 
scription box should be like that of a man 
in distress; find means to bring up the 
orphan, and by one assistance save a double 

jo (i.e,, auso the child to become a man) ; 
subscribe and assist with all your power, 
such exceeds the building of a seven 
storied (pagoda) ; rescue sons and you will 
have sons ; save the aged and you add to 
your own age; honor, reputation, glory, 
Wealth will then come even as you lis 
other calamities men can aid, men’s cal 
mities heaven pities; you will be recom- 
pensed in the least detail for your deeds, it 
will come round to you ; instantly aid whom. 
you may meet, haste to remove the star of 
misfortune ; reverence written paper and 
so avert thunder and lightning. 

‘The above are verses of four characters 
each; below are more verses, first a com- 
mand forbidding such and such things, in 
three characters; below four verses of 
seven characters ‘each with a refrain of 
‘use this for purposes of charity.” Do 
not frequent bad houses ; there ina moment 
you expend myriads, this you should use 
for charity, when Heaven will grant you a 

ood name. Do not gamble; you then 
Jose moro than you can remember, such 
money you should use for charity, and when 
you are in distress it will not be'too 
Go not eat dainties ; plain food 
enough, ete. ; great Heaven will repay 
debt ; do not overdress; cloth and cotton 
are in common use, give value of silks 
and satins to charity and Heaven will repay 
you tenfold. So it continues: Do not smoke 
opium ; do not pay visits of congratulatior 
at marriages, birthdays, friends come in 
crowds and have to be entertained ; don’t 
visits plays, for you tire your eyes and 
weary your spirits, where is the pleasure? 
Don’t drink wine, or tea, or use carts, 
or chairs, or burn incense; youshow your 
virtue by doing good acts; with the money 
saved from this, you can give in charity, and 
the Gods and Spirits will be moved to 
recompense you with prosperity ; don’t get 
into lawsuits, for in bribery and plotting 
you spend largely. Some verses follow. 
Gambling and such like bring ruin to body 
in tho end; in clothing and eating be 
economical ; save and extend your area of 
giving; opium is the great evil and poison 
of the times ; horses and iages are but 
used in Shanghai ; tea houses, wine 
shops, and theatres, be sparing in using 
them, until at last the dearth is better in 
Shansi and Honan; why not prepare to 
assist other regions, and with unanimity 
regard all men as one, and generally use 
money properly ; now is the time of the 
Dragon festival, and families and households 
are all enjoying themselves; spread abroad 
arefish, flesh and fruits; uso somewhat less 
and you will suffer no hardship. Place the 
money so saved, and send it to the chest ; 
Heaven knows, earth sees, and the spirits 
protect you. Certain will’ you be of honor 
and protection from Heaven. Do not then 
let slip this chance for accumulating hap- 
pines. 
































MURDER OF NATIVE CHRISTIANS IN 
HWEI-cHOW. 

‘The Daily Press gives the following parti- 
calars of the murder of native Christians 
in Hwei-chow :—We regret to learn that 
two Chinese Christians have lost their lives 
in the Hwei-chow prefecture of the Kwang- 
tung province, in consequence of an out- 
break of hostility on the part of their 
fellow-villagers. “They and a few others 
have been for some time connected with 
the Swatow Mission of the Presbyterian 
Chiwch of England. ‘They met as usual 
for worship on the 19th ult., not without 
fears on account of the violent language 
which had been used against them. Un- 
happily their fears were soon to be realized, 
About noon of the day in question the 
chapel was surrounded by a large number 
of the villagers, who had entered into a 
plot, fostered by some of the more influen- 
tial people of the district, to put down the 
worship of God by the slaughter of somo 
of the worshippers. One of the Christians 
fied for refuge to the house of his brother, 
who, though not approving of his Chris- 
tianity, acted a brother's part by conceal- 
ing him and trying to save him from tho 
fury of his persecutors, The poor man's 
hiding-place was discovered, and, having 
been dragged out, he was’ brutally mur- 
dered, his head being almost severed from 
his body. His relatives were then com- 
pelled, by threats, to assent to the im- 
mediate burial of his body, so that no 
evidence of guilt might remain, and the 
roads were watched to prevent information 
being given to the local magistrate. Mean- 
while other seven worshippers were seized 
and beaten, some being severely wounded 
with knives and having their queues cut 
off. One of them has since died of his 
wounds. Eiforts are being made by those 
implicated to hush up the affair, If these 
efforts should be successful, there is reason 
to fear that further outrages of a similar 
kind may take place, ‘The rumour of un- 
punished crime quickly spreads, and a bad 
éxample is easily followed. ‘'There is, 
naturally, no great desire on the part of 
the mandarins to secure justice and protec- 
tion for the Christian in such cases, We 
beliéve that the assistance of Mr, Gregory, 
the British Consul at Swatow, has been 
called in, and we hope that by’ his efforts 
the protection which has been guaranteed 
by the Chinese Government to its subjects 
following the Christian religion will be 
eflectually secured, 























PAKHOI AND ITS TRADE. 

Palhoi, the only southern port opened 
in virtue of the Chefoo Convention, is 
situated in the North-east corner of the 
Gulf of Tonguin. It is entirely a modern 
port, and its beginning, so far as I can 
make out, does not extend further back 
than about thirty years, at which time the 
buildings consisted of only a few fishermen’s 
huts, The success of the Hind is owing 
originally to its harbour, and to its having 
for many years been free from Customs 
duties. ‘The harbour remains, but there 
is now a Custom House, and the ports of 
Haiphong and Chin-chow, locally called 
Humchow, have been opened, and I propose 
to show how these events have seriously 
affected the trade of Pakhoi. 

The harbour is the only one in that 
quarter of China capable of receiving 
vessels of even such a moderate size as not 
to draw more than 13 feet of water. 
Vessels of that size can, however, lay 
in security at all times, ‘and yet within 
‘@ moderate distance of the shore. How 
long this advantage may remain to it, is 
somewhat problematical, as various’ gun- 
boat Captains, who have been in the con- 
stant habit of visiting the harbour for the 
last fourteen years, say that. it is rapidly 
silting up—that the sand spit is extending 
eastward, and that now they cannot bring 
their vessels so far up the harbour as they 
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used to do, or even Iand in their boats at 
places where at one time they used to land 
easily at all states of the tide. At the 
same time it must be borne in mind that it 
still is by far the best harbour possessed 
by China in the Gulf of Tonquin. 

For the last nine or ten years the traders 
in Hongkong doing business with Pakhoi 
have been complaining of the damage done 
to Pakhoi by the excessive lekin taxation. 
‘The Custom House was first established 
about that time—so much to the displeasure 
of the inhabitants, that they raised a riot, 
in which the Mandarin commissioned to 
establish the institution lost his life. Gun- 
‘oats were at once sent down to re-establish 
order, and on their arrival, so greatly were 
the people terrified at the result of what 
they had done, that a universal exodus had 
taken place, and not a man, woman or 
child was to be found in the place. Under 
promise of immunity from punishment, 
they gradually si led back, and no 
similar attempt to resist authority has since 
‘been set on foot. The duty levied by the 
native Cnstoms is on the average about 
40% less on all foreign goods imported 
than the duty exigeable under the ‘Treaty 
tariff. ‘The lekin taxation at Pakhoi is 
exceedingly light—amounting nominally to 
only 15% ad talorem, but even this is 
greatly reduced by false declarations of 
value—taels being declared as dollars or 
even less. Another imposition is called 
locally Tam-tao, It amounts to 240 cash or 
say Im. Gc., and virtually means per coolie 
load. These are the local exactions in 
‘Kwangtung, and leaving out of account 
Customs duty, when added together they 
‘amount only to de. on a piece of shirtings, 
‘Tis. 1.7.6 on a bale of yarn, and 3m. de, 
on a picul of cotton. The reason for 
selecting these three items will appear 
afterwards. Namning is the great distribut- 
ing market in Kwangsi, and from it goods 
find their way into Yiinnan, Kweichow and 
Szechuen, and I am informed that goods 
axe allowed to pass through the province 
of Kwangsi as far as that town, but that 
there they are subjected to a lekin amount- 
ing to Im. 8c. on a piece of shirtings, 
‘Tis. 2.4.0 on a bale of yarn, and 4m. on 
a picul of cotton. ‘The local taxation of 
the two provinces consequently amounts to 
2m, 2c, on shirtings, Tis, 4.1.6 on yarn, 
and 7m. 4e, on cotton. 

Having given these particulars, the ques- 
tion arises——Has Pakhioi been prejudicially 
affected unjustly, or has it been affected 
prejudicially, merely because the area of 
the lekin exactions has now been extended 
so.as to include the inland markets she 
supplies? I have no hesitation in saying 
that it is simply to the latter cause that we 
must look for the reason of the complaints 
raised by the Pakhoi Traders. Asa proof 
that Pakhoi is not unjustly treated, but on 
the contrary is most exceptionally favoured 
in the matter of lekin, I have merely to 
refer to the volume of Customs Reports 
for 1876. In the Report upon the Trade of 
Canton, Mr. Commissioner Bredon gives the 
amounts levied as local taxation, before 
goods which have paid Customs duty at 
that port, can leave the province. There is 
some mistake in the statement about 
shirtings, atising from the statement say- 
ing that certain amounts are levied on the 
chang, whilst the calculation is made upon 
10 changs. ‘Taking, however, the lowest 
figures, those given by Mr. Bredon, they are 
2m. 6¢. 3c. on shirtings, Tis. 11.5.0 on 
yarn, and 9m, 4c, 2c. on cotton, as against 
the local taxation for Kwangtung at Pakhoi, 
which I have already given as 4c. on 
shirtings, Tls. 1.7.6 on yarn, and 3m. 4c. 
on cotton. I am thus particular in point- 
ing out this great advantage possessed by 
Pakhoi, because years ago when I used to 
hear of the heavy lekin there, I got the 
impression that it was something excep- 
tional and pressed unduly on the port, but 
it will now be seen that such is not the case. 

In the total absence of statistics, it is 
quite impossible to say what effect has been 


























produced upon the trade of the port by the 
establishment of a Custom House, and the 
extension of the lekin area, but my im- 
pression is that in the case of manufactured 
goods at least, the actual damage, if any, 
has not been very great. What may be 
the inferential arising from the 
difficulties they have thrown in the way of 
expansion of trade is not for me to discuss, 
as that is a general question affecting all 
the treaty ports, whilst I have merely to con- 
sider the particular question of Pakhoi as 
one of these ports. ‘The question of opium, 
however, is in a very different position 
from that of manufactured goods. Its weight 
is small in proportion to its value, and the 
duty and lekin upon it are heavy. These 
are sufficient to account for the immense 
amount of smuggling that goes on in this 
article all over China, but before the 
Custom House was established, it could 
enter the interior through Pakhoi free of 
duty, and the saving in the article of duty 
was amply sufficient to pay all the expenses 
of carriage over long distances, to places 
which Pakhoi in the ordinary course of 
business could never have supplied. It is 
not therefore to be wondered at, that as soon 
as the Custom House was established, the 
Iargetradeithad donein opium when the port 
was free should dwindle down rapidly to 
no more than was required for local con- 
sumption. I have heard the import of 
opium in the days of free trade estimated 
as high as 5,000 chests. On this point I 
can give no opinion of my own, but it 
seems by no means improbable. Now, 
however, when there are merely local re~ 
quirements to supply, I doubt if the 
import amounts to one-tenth of the amount. 
I have named above. In accounting for 
the diminished import of opium into Pak- 
hoi, the fact must not be lost sight of that 
for years past both Consular and Customs 
Reports have been proclaiming the steady 
increase in production of native opitun; 
and that Yunnan, which draws what sw 
plies of foreign goods it wants from Pakhoi, 
produces opium largely, and the quality is 
considered to be the finest that China pro- 
duces. 

In Hongkong, the name of Pakhoi used 
to be applied in a vague sort of way to 
the whole coast of the Gulf of Tonquin, 
but sinco the opening of Hoihow and Hai- 
phong, this vague idea has been contracted 
a little, and is now confined to the coast 
of China proper from the frontier of Annam 
to Umpo, about half way between Pakhoi 

oper and Hoihow. For the whole of this 
long coast line, with the rich country to 
the back of the Northern portion of it, 
Pakhoi must necessarily from its harbour 
be the sole emporium, as soon as the ob- 
durate obstinacy of native opposition to 
foreigners trading is overcome. Humchow,. 
about 60 miles further round the head of 
the Gulf to the westward, has 2 harbour for 
junks called Lungmoon, but the anchorage 
is at a considerable distance from the town, 
and altogether the harbour is not suitable 
for foreign vessels, It is only about six or 
seven years since the first cargo direct from 
Macao was discharged at this port, and 
native traders estimate that it with- 
drawn three-tenths of the Macao trade 
from Pakhoi. I have little doubt that this 
will all return to its old head-quarters as 
soon as foreign trade has fairly established 
itself in Pakhoi. 

Before the opening of Haiphong, o 
very large portion of its trade passe: 
through ‘Pakhoi, but as it now trades 
direct with Hongkong the result of its 
opening has been considerably to reduce 
the volume of business done with Pakhoi. 
In addition to that, considerable quantities 
of tin and other Yiinnan produce, which 
‘used to find their way to Pakhoi, are 
now sent to Haiphong in consequence of 
the greater facilities of water carriage and 
direct communication with Hongkong. This 
diverting of the Yiinnan trade is no doubt 
greatly facilitated by the fatuous policy 
adopted by the Chinese of allowing each 























separate province to conduct its‘own finan- 
cial affairs without reference to the welfare 
of the Empire at large, and laying heavy 
burdens on goods which are merely in 
transit. 

So far the history of Pakhoi as I havo 
sketched it, shows. that it owes its pros- 
perity to its possession of the best harbour 
in the Gulf of Tonquin, and to its being 
originally 2 free port; and in a lesser 
degree to its inhabitants having the trading 
energy of the Chinese race, as opposed to 
the apathy of the Annamese. It also 
shows that its partial decline is owing 
firstly to new fiscal arrangements, whici 
although particularly favourable to it if 
considered in relation to other ports, are 
yet most prejudicial to it, if looked upon as 
depriving it of a monopoly and privilege ; 
secondly to the extension of the Macao 
trade to Humechow; and thirdly to. the 
opening of Haiphong, so that the Pakhoi 
traders have to contend with both the 
knowledge and energy of Europeans in- 
stead of with Annamese. 

‘The next point to consider is the actual 
position of Pakhoi. Every one is well 
aware of the impossibility of getting reliable 
information from Chinese, not from any 
desire to mislead, but from simple inability 
to collect and condense information cor- 
rectly. No one, therefore, can be surprised 
if Lam unable to give precise information 
that ean be depended upon, Twasinformed 
that the junks trading with Macao num- 
dered forty, with an average tonnage of 4,000 
piculs, and that they made four voyages per 
annum, ‘These figures are equivalent to 
thirteen junks per month and an annual 
tonnage of 640,000 piculs. I kept a record 
of the arrivals from Macao, and asa matter 
of fact the average gave éleven junks per 
month, with an average tonnage of 3,600 
piculs, or close upon 500,000 piculs ‘per 
annum; but my record was only begun at 
the end of the busiest portion of the year 
and included the New-Year holidays, 
which it is well-known very nearly suspen 
business for some weeks, so that the actual 
amount might moro neatly approximate to 
the native estimate, if the total result for an 
entire year were ascertained; and in addi- 
tion to that last year’s rice crop in Kwangsi 
was deficient, so that although lekin was 
removed, no rice could be sent to Canton, 
and asa consequence the people of Kwangst 
are not ina position this year to take off 
their usual quantity of imports—hence a 
falling off in the arrivals of tonnage at 
Pakhoi. I received various estimates of 
the amount of goods imported, but even 
the largest of these, say abont 80,000 
pieces of cotton goods, 10,000 pieces 
woollen goods (principally long ells), 3,000 
bales yarn, and 20,000 piculs cotton, is 
quite ‘inadequate to fill up the vessels 
arriving, appearing as they do to be per= 
fectly full, and I was informed that the 
trade was almost entirely in foreign imports 
and that the import of China cargo was 
‘rifling. Iam therefore inclined to believe, 
partly on this ground and partly on others, 
that the largest estimate was very consider- 
ably below the mark. In regard to exports, 
however, the estimates I received of them 
approximated pretty closely to Ge amount 
of estimated tonnage, so that Iam inclined 
to put some faith in the statements I 
received about them. 

‘These figures of the Macao trade alone 
will show that it is amply sufficient to give 
constant employment to two small steamers, 
and that this one branch of the Pakhoi 
trade amounts to about one-third of the 
whole junk trade of Hongkong, regarding 
the size of which both officials and people 
in Hongkong are in the habit of talking 
and writing so complacently. 

In addition to the Macao trade, a large 
business is done with Hoihow, employing 
anumber of junks which carry, constantly 
large numbers of passengers. ‘They bring 
coir and Anan eotiny aid fa ibe 
principally rice. Neither is the Haiphong 
trade entirely destroyed, as Pakhoi requires 
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considerable quantities of rice, which are 
brought from there, i is sid to the amount 
of 100,000 piculs ‘per annnm. There is 
some dificult, however, in getting return 
(0, in consequence of no duty draw! 
being allowed 1o junks; but itis believed 
by many of the natives that, if steamers 
were rupning, many opportunities of send- 
ing returns in ‘goods or opium would 
be taken advantage of, if drawbacks could 
be recovered. A trade is also dono with 
Cochin-China, which sends cotton and 
takes in return earthenware and large iron 
pans in great quantities. There is further 
the very large local trade done with all the 
ports within 40 or 50 miles in both direc- 
tions, and if the whole cf these various 
trades be taken into consideration, I doubt 
seriously if the junk trade of Palhoi falls 
far short of that of Hongkong. I have 
taken no note of the fishing junks, which 
are exceedingly numerous, because T assume 
that they are not included in the Hongkong 


OpOTE a intoent ji a 
junk interest in Pakhoi is very 
strong, and it means to dio hard, more 
especially as the piece goods importers 
make common cause with it against for- 
eigners. By the junk interest, I do not 
mean to include all the various trades I 
have enumerated above, but to confine the 
term to the Macao junks alone. ‘The 
veasons for this community of interest are 
numerous, For one thing, both of them 
believe that it will be a bad day for them 
when foreigners obtain a firm footing in 
Pakhoi. Another reason is that some of 
the pieco goods importers are themselves 
interested in junks, ‘Then the largest. por- 
tion of the export trade is carried on on junk 
account; and tho piece goods importers, 
finding aa a rule that the purchase of junk 
Arafts @ 5 to 6% discount is a better opera- 
tion for them than shipping produce, have 
1 tangiblo reason for wishing a continuance 
of tho present system. Lastly, the hoad- 
quarters of most of the Pakhot houses aro 
in Macao, and if the trade were transferred 
to steamers, it would follow as a con- 
sequenco that head-quarters would require 
to bo transferred to Hongkong, and the 
property in Macao might have to be 
ized at a considerable loss, ‘There is 
no doubt whatever that the native im- 
orters of piece goods from Hongkong can 
undersold, in most goods even, with 
the advantage they have in lower duti 
but they have so threatened the count 
buyers with refusing to give further credit, 
if they buy from foreigners, that those 
‘buyers are unwilling to give offence for the 
few candareens por piece that they would 
save, and hence it comes that Pakhoi still 
remains practically closed as a port. So 
far as T can see, the country. buyers them- 
selves have no objection to deal with 
foreigners. 

In his report for 1877, tho Harbour 
‘Master of Hongkong states, “I am in- 
formed that if the Chinese merchants in 
Pakhoi could depend on steam-vessels 
calling regularly, the trade of the place 
would increase, Tt is said that the junk 
owners combine together and will not carry 

roduce for merchants who have been 

mown to ship cargo by steamers, A 
regular line of steam-vessels would place 
merchants at Pakhoi in an independent 
position, and would soon cut short the 
monopoly of the carrying trade now 
enjoyed by owners of junks.” Beyond 
assenting to the very genoral propositon, 
that if steam-vessels called regularly the 
trade of the place would increase, I must 
differ from the whole paragraph. ‘For the 
reasons I have already given, it will be 
seen that junk owners and merchants con- 
sider their interests aa identical, and I 
certainly have seen no’ desire on the part 
of tho merchants to be independent of 
the junk owners. "In fact, they, at the 
present time, are the active opposition. 

‘That, so far, is the present position at 
Pakhoi, and the next part of the subject to 
bo treated of, is the future course of 
















Dusiness, Can the organised opposition as 
Thave described it be broken down? I most, 
decidedly think that it can ; but in con- 
sidering this portion of the subject it 
will be necessary td treat the two 
parties to the opposition separately, taking 
‘the junk owners first, and, strange as it 
may seem, the junk trade ‘of Hongkong, 
which one would think had little to do 
with it, must be carefully analyzed. Tn the 
report already referred to, the Harbour 
er expresses surprise to find the trade 

in native bottoms increasing in view of the 
much greater facilities offered by vessels 
propelled by steam, ‘Tho explanation is 
simple. ‘There is a very large trade done 
with native porta, which are not opened by 
treaty, and with these ports junks are the 
only means of conveyance by which trade 
can be carried on. This may be called the 
legitimate junk trade, and will always 
remain and probably continue to increase. 
In addition to that there is what may be 
called the illegitimate junk trade, and that 
is the trade carried on with the treaty 
ports by junks, in faco of the greater facili- 
ties offered by steam vessels, simply by 
virtue of the lower duties to which their 
cargoes are subjected. ‘This question does 
not ariso at any of the treaty ports except 
those in Kwangtung, because at tho others, 
foreign goods are nearly altogether im- 
orted direct in foreign vessels, whilst in 
Kerangtung they, canbe ported by junks 
in consequence of the ity of Hong- 
Kong, where the goots ‘can be botight 
before they become liable to duty at, all. 
In the Customs Reports for 1875 it is 
expressly mentioned that the Import of 
foreign cotton into Canton fell from 
166,000 piculs in 1873 to 5,000 piculs in 
1874, simply in consequence of a slight 
rebate in the duty which was allowed by 
the native Customs on cotton brought by 
junk. In 1876 the Import rose to its old 
figuro of 166,000 piculs, and this is ascribed 
to the ¥educed freights by steamers countor- 
balancing the small-rebate in duty which 
had previously been sufticient to take away 
from them the trafic in cotton. In Mr. 
Bredon's Report for 1876 to which I have 
already referred, he enters very fully into 
this question of reduction of duty as far as 
it affects opium, and shows that in conse- 
uence of a difference of full Tis. 3 between 
ie duties levied by the Imperial and 
Hoppo's Custom Houses only about one- 
tenth of the opium consumed by the city of 
Canton itself passed through the Im- 
perial Customs in 1876. Mr. Bredon 
makes the very significant remark that this 
“‘must_ ultimately be taken notice of and 
dealt with by the Central Government.” By 
this time I trust my reason for entering 80 
fully into the subject of the Hongkong 
junk trade is evident, viz., that what I 
ave called the illegitimate junk trade of 
the Colony is not a thing upon which the 
Colony is to be congratulated ; ‘but, on the 
contrary, steps ought to be taken to bring 
it to an end as destructive of its Jegitimato 
carrying trade, By the legitimate carrying 
trade of the Colony, I mean the steamer 
trafic to treaty poris. Is it right and 
proper that by some juggling in duties, the 
carrying trade in cotton and in opium to 
Center Shon bo rater from Raamare 
to junks? If it is not right and proper, 
then the jubilation over the large junk 
trade of Hongkong, so far as it owes its 
gowth to this canie, is 0 mistake. The 
foppo has been warring upon Hongkong 
long enough. Would it not be possible to 
the war into the enemy's territory? 

If the Chinese were any people but the 
people they actualy are, it might be pos- 
sible to make matters go hard with the 
Hoppo for tampering with the receipts of 
the Imperial Customs. His interests of 
course are at variance with those of the 
Central Government, and his acts prejudice 
Both them and the interests of Hongkong. 
I am perfectly aware that the British Min- 























ister has no treaty right to interfere, but | and this 





grounds for making strong remonstrances 
and even bringing to the notice of the 
Central Government the pecuniary injury 
the Hoppo is inflicting upon itself. Having 
thus fortified my position by official docu 
ments, I have merely to extend the rofer- 
ence to Pakhoi, which is placed in a still 
better position than Canton to enable its 
junk trade to hold its own against steam- 
ers, seeing that, as already mentioned, tho 
duties levied by the Native Customs on the 
average are about 407, below the tariff rate. 
‘The step that ought to be insisted upon is, 
that the duty upon foreign Imports at 
treaty ports should be exactly equalised 
whether imported by junk or foreign vessel. 
If this stipulation could be obtained, and it 
is only just and reasonable in itself, a very 
decided blow would be given to the 
organised oppositionto foreigners at Pakhoi ; 
and there ought to be no great difficulty in 
getting the stipulation conceded, seeing 
that it is not a distinction made by the 
Central Government, but by a subordinate 
official for his own’ pecuniary gain, and 
prevails only in the one province of Kwang- 
tung and not over the whole Empire. 

Logically, the divergence of interest be- 
tween the junk owners and merchantsin the 
event of transit passes being issued, ought 
to be considered in this place, but as it is 
more convenient to treat the whole ques- 
tion of transit passes together, I merely 
indicate it and would then point out that 
as soon as the present arrangements get 
broken in upon, and steamers ‘Begin to rin 
regularly, the very heavy discount paid by 
the junks on their drafts will completo 
their rout if the foreign banks will give 
their usual facilities for sending forward 
produce with a fair margin and ata moderate 
rate of exchange. 

, My impression most decidedly is, that 
the issue of transit passes will at onco break 
up the community of interest between junk 
owners and merchants, because it deprives 
the former of the advantage which makes 
it for the interest of the latter to co-operate 
with them, and gives them no compensa- 
ting advantage in return, At the same 
time that the advantage is taken away from 
the junks, it leaves the old established 
merchants at the mercy of all new comers 
importing their goods by steamera, becauso 
the saving of the difference between the 
present native taxation and the half duty 
payable to obtain a transit pass is so largo 
that the new comers would have -it all 
their own way, unless the others conformed 
to the new ways, and throw over the junks. 
Granting that the same difficulties should 
continue to exist against foreigners effect- 
ing sales of goods—which, however, I do 
not believe—still the trade of Hongkong 
would be largely increased by the transfer 
from Macao of the trade at present carried 
on with that Settlement. 

‘Having thus pointed out how the alliance 
between the junk owners and merchants 
may be broken down, firstly by the equalis- 
ing of duties at the treaty ports; and 
secondly and principally by the granting of 
transit ‘passes ; I have now to discuss at 
length the question of transit passes itself, 
and to show that the advantage gained by 
those making use of them is so great that 
the opposition of the native merchants 
must give way. 

Thave already pointed out that the local 
taxation in Kwangtung and Kwangsi be- 
tween Pakhoi and Namning, is 2m. 2c. on a 
piece of shirtings, Tis. 4.1.6 on a bale of 
yarn, and 7m. 4c. on a picul of cotton, 
The ‘transit duty on each respectively is 
4c. 4c., Tis. 1.1.6, and 1m, 9c. 2c. ‘These 
figures show a saving of Im. 7c. 6c., Tis, 3, 
and 5m. 4c. 8c. respectively, or the follow 

















ing percentages on the cost of the goods in 
Hongkong:—147, 5%, and 447, and taking 
‘Mr. Bredon's figures, already referred to, 


the saving at Canton if passes were granted 
would be 18%, 17% and 6% respectively ; 
dependent of the duty and half 





as his nationals “are prejudiced he’ has | duty already paid to the Custom House, 
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‘Not long ago the Chinese Ambassador in 
London stated that /ekin was by no means 
a heavy item, and did not materially affect 
the cost of goods. I leave it to anyone 
with the slightest mercantile experience to 
say, whether or not an addition of these 
percentages to the cost of any goods what- 
ever will prejudicially affect the sale. In 
1870, Mr. Moss was sent by the Hongkong 
Chamber of Commerce to ascertain what 
he could, as to the commercial capabilities 
of the West River and d_his report was 
published in that year. His figures do not 
quite agree with those of Mr. Bredon, 
but they do not differ very materially, 
and he is constantly making reference 
to the baneful effects upon trade of 
the excessive inland taxation, and he 
makes the positive statement’ that the 
North of Kwangsi and South of Hunan 
used formerly to be supplied with goods 
brought up the West River, but that this 
trade has been lost, and he attributes the 
loss principally to the heavy taxation to 
which the goods were subjected in their 
passage along. the river, Entirely con 

tory of Mr. Moss’ statement, there is 
amap in the Customs for 1876 show- 
ing the ports from which, and the inland 
markets to which, goods’ had been sent 
under transit pass.” In the extreme South 
of Hunan, places are marked as, having 
received stich goods from Hankow, altho: 
the distance is about 400 miles as com- 

d with 200 miles—the distance from 

Janton, ‘Theso statements appear to me 
sufficient to show the entire jousness 
of the statement made by the Ambassador 
in London. 


Twas at home when Mr. Moss’ Report 
was published, and scarcely looked at it 
Ul Pwent to Pakhoi, as I heard from 
influential members of the Chamber of 
Commerce that the money spent had been 
simply thrown away. ‘To my surprise I 
found it to be a complete storehouse of 
information, although quite undigested and 
rather crudely put together, so that it is 
difficult to find the information at once 
which is required. I am happy to bear 
this testimony, so far as it goes to the 
merits of the Report. 

‘This Report appeared in 1870, yet in the 
Customs Reports for 1875, the Statistical 
Secretary in his general Report for China, 
states asa fact that the transit pass system 
is inoperative in Kwangtung, because the 
rates of [ekin are about the same level as 
the half tariff duty ; and this is repeated 
again in 1876 by another Statistical Secre- 
tary, although Mr. Bredon takes particular 
care to point out the enormous exactions 
in Kwangtung. I fear it is impossible to 
acquit the last Secretary of some degree of 
carelessness. 

At page 178 of the Customs Reports for 
1876, Bar Bredon remarks that *it cannot 
but seem peculiar that a great contre like 
Canton has not been to any great extent, 
in later years, the source from which 
foreign goods have been drawn for transit 
into the interior, although the natural 
facilities of the country are so numerous. 
‘There is no doubt that the inland duties 
on goods imported in foreign bottoms to 
Canton, and sent up country in native 
hands, exceed the half tariff rate, and yet no 
one'shows any inclination to avail himself 
of the treaty Fight. ” ‘Two probable reasons 
are given for this apathy, but they must 
be considered, surely, hypothetical, because 
nowhere’ is it said ‘that the first of the 
reasons given, viz., that the compositions 
‘by junk masters do not exceed in the 
aggregate the tariff rates, has been adduced 
ag the actual reason for the non-demand 
of the treaty right ; and, in addition, it is 
in contradiction of the statements in Mr. 
‘Moss’ Report that, even with all the com- 
positions and arrangements at the several 
stations, the cost of a piece of shirtings is 
increased five or six mace by the time it 
enters Kwangsi. Neither does the second 
reason at 















the ports where transit passes are granted. 
At [= ports foreign merchants do not 
devote their attention to the inland trade, 
in the sense of sending their goods them- 
selves ; but to use the very words of the 
Statistical Secretary's Report for 1875, 
they “sell their imports certificated to an 
inland mart.” Having disposed of these 
so-called reasons, there appears to be really 
no tangible reason for the indifference of 
the Canton merchants. In another portion 
of the Report it is said, “On all hands 
here one is told by the foreign merchants 
“we cannot compete with junk carried 
goods from Hongkong.’” All I have to 
ask in reply is, Did they ever really try? 
1 do not mean did they never write to 
their Hongkong correspondents for quota- 
tions; but did they ever set themselves 
seriously to consider what steps should 
be taken to enable them to compete 
with junk borne cargo. Did they even 
consider the question of transit passes 
atall? Ido not mean to say that, if the 
foreign merchants in Canton had Agitated 
for granting of transit » it 
would have enabled any one of them 
particular to compete with native im- 
porters by junk, but it would have been 
good for foreign traders as a whole, in- 
cluding under that term the River Steamer 
Companies, all importers of piece goods in 
Hongkong, and, as it has turned out, local 
steamship owners generally. I mention 
the steamer Companies because with transit 
passes in operation, it would have been 
impossible for the Hoppo to play the tricks 
with the cotton trade in 1874, which have 
already been referred to, I also, mention 
piece goods importers in Hongkong, be- 
Tause generally speaking, such ‘heavy’ im- 
positions ax T have quoted oficial authority 
for believing to exist, act in ves as a 
canker-worm to trade, but more particularly 
because T conceive that if tranalt pases 

en working in Kwangtung, part 
of the business which now passes through 
Shanghai and Hankow would have followed 
its more natural course and been transacted 
in Hongkong. I refer under this head to 
what I have already stated under the head- 
ing of the fallaciousness of the Chinese 
Ambassador's statement regarding the 
smallness of the lekin duties, and the loss to 
Canton of the trade in foreign imports for 
Northern Kwangsi and Southern Hunan, 
which receive their supplies from Hankow 
under transit pass. I also include the 
steamship owners in Hongkong, because 
with transit passes in operation, it would 
have beet impossible to keep Pakhoi prac- 
tically closed for more than twelve months 
after the port was officially declared to be 
open. For these various reasons I think the 
mercantile community of Hongkong have 
cause to regret that the foreign merchants in 
Canton accepted it as a settled axiom that 
they could do nothing to help themselves 
to compete with junk borne cargo. 

‘Mr. Bredon mentions that transit passes 
had been indirectly applied for in Canton 
during 1876, and that at first he had enter- 
tained the proposal favourably, but on 
further consideration it was thought advis- 
able not to raise the transit question in the 
form intended, viz., on native produce 
bought in the interior by a foreigner. One 
reason given by Mr. Bredon for not wishing 
to grant transit passes under the proposed 
form, waa, that generally speaking the 
Uekin’ upon native produce did not amount 
to the transit duty. He, however, 
the very important qualification “if 
bod sora penen irony ays 
would assume a different aspect.” ‘This 
exception just meets the case of Pakhoi, 
where a large portion of the goods exported 
come from Kwangsi, and have to pay lekin 
both in that province and Kwangtung, and 
also an export duty at the natives ports of 
Humchow or Lumchow on their way to 
Pakhoi. It is consequently a matter of 
considerable moment for Pakhoi that transit 
passes, both inward and outward should be 

















all &t in with the practice at | obtainable as speedily as possible. 


o 
fds | upon this 


So far I have confined myself to the three 
articles of shirtings, yarn, and cotton, be- 
cause the local taxation at Canton was given 
upon them in the Customs Report, and it 
was necessary to compare it with that at 
Pakhoi, but it may be of advantage to show 
the saving that transit passes would effect 
at Pakhoi upon the other principal articles 
of foreign manufacture as nearly as I can 
calculate -— 

Per Picco 


Upon 36-inch T-Cloths the saving" °" 
wouldamountto . 14.3 


» 32-inch T-Cloth do, 
> Drills do, 
2) Lastings do. 
»» Camlets do. 
3 Long Ells do. 





2 Spanish Stripes do. 
Few of the Hongkong community have 
had experience of the working of transit 
passes, and I understand that there they 
are looked upon with considerable dis- 
favour, as so many abuses have made their 
appearance in connection with them, and I 
shall be glad if Y can remove this prejudice, 
to passes on foreit sent 
inland there can be no abuse, as the origin 
of the goods is the only question that 
arises, ‘The Treaty of Nankin was perfectly 
clear upon this point, but that of Tientsin 
was less explicit, and for some time was 
accepted as meaning that foreign goods 
owned by foreigners were alone entitled to 
atransit pass. ‘The foreign origin of the 
goods alone without question of ownership, 
% now, however, accepted as the correct 
reading of the treaty. As regards passes 
on native produce brought from the interior, 
however, abuses have arisen from the loose 
way inwhich some foreigners hayeconstrued 
the clauses of the treaty under which such 
iuco is brought down. In this case it 
is ownership that constitutes the right to 
a pass, and the 7th Rule for the Regulation 
of Trade expressly makes use of the term 
“produce purchased by a British subject 
in the interior,” and the regulation implies 
that the goods are to be shipped and not 
sold for local consumption at the port for 
which the transit pass was granted, and it 
is the violation of these stipulations that 
constitutes the abuse complained of by the 
Chinese authorities. It is perfectly clear 
that if treaty stipulations are complied 
with, the trade under transit passes can be 
carried on without abuses, and I hope this 
explanation will be sufficient to do away 
with the prejudice which is said to exist. 

T have discussed fully the advantages that 
may. be expected to follow the granting 
of transit passes, and have given the 
saving that the use of them shows upon 
the principal staples for Namning. At 
page 90 of the Customs Report for 185 
there is a table showing the savin; 
effected by transit passes in Szechuen. 
This is only on the average about one- 
fourth of the saving that I have shown will 
be effected at Pakhoi, and I therefore think 
Iam perfectly justified in saying that the 
native opposition to foreigners must come 
to an end, and the port be practically 
opened to’ steamer trafic. I might not 
speak so confidently of the benefits to be 
derived from the opening of the port, if the 
Kwangtung portion of its trade were large, 
but it mparatively small, whilst that of 
estimated to amount to seven- 


























its entire import trade, and it is 
portion the principal 'saving is 
effected by transit passes. 

For years Amoy complained bitterly of 
the excessive lckin, but steps were. only 
taken at the end of 1874 to lessen the 
wressure, and transit passes were granted. 

whe value of goods sent inland under 
transit in 1876 more shan doubled 
that in 1875, and there is this peculiarity 
about the Amoy trade that 85% of ths 
value of goods sent inland consisted of 
yam and foreign cottun, whilst at the 





other ports granting transit-passes, these 
items either do not appear at all, or only 
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for infinitesimal amounts. I am the 
more particular in referring to this, as I 
feel persuaded that it will be precisely these 
two items which w."l figure most largely in 
the Pakhoi tables as soon as the benefit of 
transit passes is extended to that port. 
Native produce is not entitled to the benefit, 
of the inward transit pass, and whether it 
be due to this impediment or not I cannot 
say, but the import of foreign cotton into 
Amoy increased from 3,000 piculs in 1875 
to 17,400 piculs in 1876, and the amount 
forwarded under transit pass from 46 piculs 
in the one year to 8,546 piculs in the next. 
‘The amount of yarn forwarded exceeds 






sit pris, 
and this being so, Northern cotton would | 
still continue to be that most largely made 
use of. 

‘At Foochow, except for lead, the issue 
of transit passes has almost ceased. ‘This 
does not arise from anything wrong in 
their working, but on the contrary because 
they were performing their proper function 
so perfectly that the Taotai became 
alarmed for his revenue, and reduced the 
Tekin to nearly a level with the transit 
duty, and issued passes himself. The 
Shanghai Taotai, I understand, has also 
lately adopted the same plan of saving his 
revenné. ‘The Customs Reports do not 
mention whether or uot these transit 
passes issued by native officials pass cur- 
rent out of the provinee in which they are 
issued, but it is searcely probable, as exch 
province has separate fiscal establishments, | 
su that Ido not anticipate that. the issue 
of native transit passes in Kwangtung 
would seriously lessen the benefits that 

‘expected to result to Pakhoi from 
nie of Customs passes that would 
be valid in Kwanysi, | 
over, that my anticipation may be wrong, | 
Dut ‘it can only be from the Viceroy of | 














It is possible, how- | 








Kwa bung being also Viceroy of Kwangsi | 
and thus Taving it in his power to lower | 


the lehin and anal 


¢ his passes valid in both | 
provine 





‘The only other point affecting Pakhoi, | 
upon which 1 have to touch, is the cassia | 
cl 


monopoly 
Canton, 
Art. IX 


has been bestowed upon | 
direct contravention of | 
of the treaty giving British subj 
it to travel in the interior, and Ar 
XI which permits them to trade with whoy 
soover they please. If the native dealers 
know that it is at their peril if they sell 
cassia tu foreigners, it caunot be expected 
thatthey will do so, and henev these Articles | 
of the treaty become inoperative. ‘The 
Pakhoi traders have always turned a I 
ing eye to the cassia trade, and a yi 
“we 
for permission to engage in it, but th 
ived no satisfactory answer. Tw 
applied to to know if T would purchase | 
in the event of its being brought to 
Pakhwi, and was told it could easily be laid 
down at $1 per picul lower than the Canton | 
quotations. The fear of consequences, I | 
suppose, prevented me from. } 
thing further of the proposition 
reductiow of SL on Canton quotations is not 
sant, is casily scen as soonas the fact , 


























































is known that the nearest cassia district 
is distant from Pakhoi about 120 miles | 
only, whilst it is about 250 miles from Can 

ton. 


OF course there is a middle zone, in | 
i the expense of sending to Canton | 
doos not exceed that of sending to Pakhoi, 
Dut still a, belt of country GO miles wide { 
would unquestionably furnish a large 
amount of produce for Pakhoi, of which | 
it is at present deprived by the Canton | 
aouopoly, to the loss both of itself and of | 
growers who have to bear the loss of 
the longer land carriage. It is possible that | 
transit passes of themselves would break 
down the monopoly, but there might be 


























o 
igo petitioned the Canton anthorities | 7 








difficulties, and it would be better to have 
the question brought forward and settled 
‘on its own merits. 

To conclude: The points upon which I 
have insisted for promoting the growth of 
Pakhoi are the breaking down of the native 
opposition to foreigners, firstly by equalis- 
ing the duty on foreign imports whether 
imported in native or foreign bottoms ; but 
if this cannot be compassed, then by the 
issue of transit passes, which is the more 
important stipulation of the two. In the 
next place, the abolishing of the cassia 
monopoly; and in the last place the grant- 
ing of banking facilities, such as are 

iecorded to Saigon, or even Hoihow. 
mentioned above that 
paid at the Native Customs 
i] about 40°, un the tari 
rea precise 
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the tariff rate and the saving 

yy Chinese importers in junk :-— 
Taritf rte. Saving etected. 
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Correspondence. 


‘THE FAMINE IN THE NORTH OF CHINA, 


To the Kalitor of the 
Nowra-Cawa Henan. 


Dear Sin,—To-day Messrs. Clark and 
‘taylor, of the China Inland Mission, who 
to Honan on relief work, returned to 
Shanghai. As was stated in Me, Morris 
letter a few days ayo, he met them at K's 
fung-foo, where determined —opposi 
was shown them by the authorities, in so 











| far as any relief work on their part was con- 


cerned. ‘they fully corroborate all that Mr. 
Morrison has said, and they were under the 
necessity of leaving the province. Fi 

the distance and expense to Tientsi 
too great, after proces 

direction, they turned in the 
tung, and passed un to Chi 
Shanghai. 

‘hey hav 
territory, w 
aspects, but on the whole the 
them in the case of the wh 
prospect of a glorious hary 
over hundreds of miles. That ‘erop 
ri 


















vhe over a ge amount of 
h of course presented various 
e svemed to 
crop, the 
















may not b 
midition, but Shant 
1 amply contribute to 
provi 

‘The conduct of the authorities in Honan 
in refusing any assistance at the disposal of 
the.above gentlemen, may be accounted for 



















both by their prejudice against foreigners 
and by their self-satisfaction with what is 
being don Not that there is any neces- 
sity for charitable aid, even though much 
is being carried on in’ the capital of the 
province ; but professing that they have got 





the relief work well in hand, they resent 
any attempt to interfere with their opera- 
tions. ‘Though informed of the contrast in 
the case of the authorities in Chihli and 
Shansi, they were in no wise influenced by 
it, and only wished foreigners out of their 
sight. 











Wo. Murnuzap. 
Hon. Sec. 
‘Mth June. 






Haw Beports. 





CIVIL SUMMARY COURT. 


Shanghai, 20th June, 
Before R. A. Mowar, Enq. 
Woxe Wixo-kes v. J. M. Cavion, 

‘This was a claim for H. Tis. 54 or the 
dali ry of a Customs pass for twelve bales of 
silk, 

Plaintiff presented a statement in writing 
to the effect that on the 25th December, 1877, 
he sold to the defendant 200 pieces Pongee 






























, No. 1, at Tis. 3.1.0 per piece, and 200 
pieces, No. 2, at ‘Tis. 3 per piece—making a 
total of 400 pi weighing six picnls, tor 

of Ths. J, He gave dete 








tows paxs from Chefoo for the 
13 bales, equal to 

Is, and Tor the 200 pi 
Bix bales, equal to 270 pieces or 
iculs, with the understanding that 
defendant, after shipping the 400 pieces or 
6 piculs Le had purchased, should return the 
two to enable the plaiutif to ahip the 
remaining 8.09 piculs, Plaintiff had applied 
several times to the defeudant for the passes, 
tut could not et them, aud he had heen 
obliged to sue him for them, or their remain- 
ing value, uately, H. Tle, 54 and the costs, 

efendant argued that the 400 pieces of 
he bought from the plaintiff’ must have 
weighed ‘moro than 6 piculs, ‘The 21 bales 
were brought to his place of business and he 
Bisked ou th 400 plese he purchase, which 
| were then repacked and exported uvder the 
| plaintiff's passes, which werenow of no use, the 
| fotal quantity meutioned in them having been 
shipped, and he received two drawbacks to 
the amount of H. Te. 31. 

Plaintiff deposed that lie was not mistaken 
in the weight of the 400 pieces purchased 
| by the defendant being 6 plculs, and h 
| evidence was corroborated by the defendant's 
| compradore. 
| "Defendant disputed the weight, but could, 
| not give particulars, 

Hie Hoxovg, aiter a’ prolonged investiga. 
tion, eaid he should take plaintil's weight ne 
the correct one, 

Plaintf then exp 
the 8.09 picale ol 
been shipped under the 
| could ‘not obtain» net 



































asses, becat 
rement wits 
j defendant, He sold the silk to Chinese 
at a loss, equal to the amount of his present 


the 








claim, that i, he gold tho silk lowe the dues 
represented on the passes he should have 
received from the defendant. 

Defendant, in answer to His Honour, 
he could not'return the passes, which wer 
| the possession of the Customs, and were 

useless, 

‘His Hoxour said that being so he should 
make an order for S. Tacls 54, and in part 
| payent thereof plaintiff could take the de 
| backs, which would leave Te, 18,70 to be paid 
| by the defendant, 

















POLICE COURT. 


Shanghai, 17th June. 
Before R. A. Mowar, Esq. 

(Pouice) x, Auexanper Campnett. 
|. Prisoner is an able seaman on board the 
barque Star of China, avd he was charged 
with being drunk and incapable iu a jinriksha 
on the Broadway, Hongkew, on the previous 
night. 

‘Ho admitted the offence, aud ssid be bad 
heen eight weeks in port and this was the 
first time he had been drunk. 

Cautioued, and ordered to pay the costs of 
the Court. 








R. (Pouce) v, AueRED BuupELL. 
Prisoner, who is a fireman on board tho 
steamer Galley of Lorne, was charged with 
stealing flowers from the Public Garden, the 
property of the Municpal Council. 
risoner supposed that he must have taken, 
the flowers from the Garden, but he must 
have been drunk at the time as he did not 
remember anything about it. 

Inspector Fowser produced two dahlias, 
two Japan lilies, the stalk of a hollyhock, and 
a branch of an English rose tree, all of which 
a native constable had seen ‘the prisoner 











Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


June 22, 1878. The H.-C. Herald and &. C. & C. Gasette. 





653 








bbreak off from plants in the Public Garden at 
SS EE SSeS « me 
"APR, "s 

said ‘he had visited. the Garden, and folly 

three dollars’ worth of damage bad been done. 
‘His Worsuir sent prisoner to gaol for 

seven days, and ordered him to pay $3 for the 

damage done, and the costs of the Court. 


R, (Captain Suowsan) ©, Auyrs> Newman, 

Prisoner belongs to the crew of the barque 
Fiery Cross, and ho was charged with refusal 
of duty. 

poral th fused duty in Nagasaki 

sed that prisoner re! luty in i 
seul wan puttahed by the Coussi, wie sent 
him on board when the vessel sailed on the 
‘7th inet. Prisoner refused duty an hour after- 
wards, and had done no work during the 
passage. 

Prisoner, who was very reticent, could only 
bbe got to say that he refused duty'because the 
vessel was a hard one, and he would rather go 
to prison than return on board her. He had 
xno complaint to make except that the vessel 
was shard one, He had been in the ship 
seven months, 

‘Tho Carat gave prisoner a good character, 
god had no objection to take bm back ot 
board. 

‘His Worsmie told prisoner that he was 
acting very foolishly, and ordered him to be 
Tooked up for fourtecn days, but gave instruc 
tions that if the vessel sailed earlier he was to 
be put on board, 





SHowMAN, the master of the vessel, 








R, (Gustav Prazaza) v, Joux Winrar 
‘Lanpsay. 
Defendant is second mate of the American 





barque Hazlehurst, and ho was cl with 
assaulting ono of the sailors on board named 
Gustav Piblaja, on Wednesday night last, 





Complainant’ deposed that ho was » Rus- 
sian Fin, hore was another man of the 
tame nationality on board, who, on Wednes- 
day night last, was drunk and noisy, He 
tried to prevail upon him to be quiet, and 
whilo doing so the defendant came up, and 
struck him on the eye knooking him down, 
and then bo atruck him again and jamped on 
him, His eyo was very much swollen and 
discoloured, “his lip out, and his shoulder 
tiff, He had not been able to uso it proper! 
since tho assault, and for two days was oi 
duty altogether. 

Defendant anid he saw complainant and his 
follow countrymen fighting together, and in- 

fered to restore order. He parted them and 
told complainant to desist, but 
was vory abusive. In a fit of passion heatruck 
him in the face, but he ahould not have done 
40 if he had not been provoked. Complainant 
had often provoked him, but he bad always 
managed not to strike’ him, and before 
struck him on this occasion he saw blood on his 
(complainant's) mouth, and his eye was black, 

Auuxaxpen Niwisow, another able seaman 
onboard, confirmed the evidence ofthe com- 

Isinant, 

Piflin Wousarr aaid he should adjourn the 
case for tho complainant's shoulder to be 
examined by » doctor, 

‘Defendant explained that the vessel sailed 
on ¥y morning for aome port, he believed, 
in British America. 

His Wonsuir then ordered the Usher to 
examine the complainant's should 

‘The UsuEn reported that there were no 
bruise to be seen, but it appeared to be stf 

‘A. second charge of assault was then heard 
against tho same defendant, in which 
tlie man who bad previously given 
wag tho complainant, 

‘Nrzisox deposed that on the Sth May, the 
defendant struck him on the mouth, cutting 
huis lip. ‘The assault was committed beause de- 
fendant said he had not called all the bands 
in the watch to their work. He had called 
all of thom, but defendant would not believe 
him, and struck him on the mouth, 

Defendant admitted having struck the 
complainant with his open hand, but denied 
that he cut his lip, and said he saw no blood 
afterwards. 

Gustav Panza, the complainant in the 
previous case, said he saw the defendant 
ftrike Nielson, and hat afterwarde he sew 
Dlood on hi ip was cut through. 

dai a patsy excise fr atrking etherct the 

jiven a excuse either 1 
Bree ann imposed = fine of $26 and the costs 
in the firat case, and a fine of $5 and coats in 
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he, second. case, with instructions that 
ja be discharged from the vessel, and 
Nielson put into the first mate’s watch, 


Gatragts, 








‘THE COLLISION OF THE “KHEDIVE” AND 
“YOORWAABTS.” 
(Straits Times.) 

‘The following particulars respecting th 
unfortunate collision are condensed from the 
Penang Gazette of the 25th May = 

“The Nederland Maatschappy steamer 
Voorwaarts left Penang on her way home at 
5 p.m. on Thursday, the 23rd May, her 

assengers and crew numbering 300 souls ail 
told. “About 6.50 p.m. the P. and O. steamer 
Khedive, steering E. } 8. course towards Pe- 
ang, aid going Il knots, sighted the lights of 
the Voorwaarts, steering W. 4N., and all went 
well, both vessels keeping their greew ligh 
in view, till about 7.45 aud about four miles 
from land, when suddenly, as the P. and 0. 
officers declare, the Voorwaarts changed her 
course, showing her red light, and steored 
ight across the bows of the Kiedive, T! 
steamers were then so close that Captain 
Stewart of the Kiedive saw a collision was 
inevitable, and immediately stopped his 
engines and then backed them astern full 
ed, but the collisiou took place within five 
inutes. ‘The third officer was in charge of 
the Voorwaarts previous to the collisi 
having shortly before relieved th 
officer, but the captain had just come on deck, 






































when it occurred, and acted with great cool- 
ness and jadgment. He immediately turned 
hia v j¢ad landwards and steamed her 


into the position in which she now lies, 
beached in a bay to the north of Peuang 
island, in about 21 fathoms of water. 

‘The news was brought to Penang by 
of the Klidive about 7 o'clock next (Frida 
morning, and the Kiedive herself arrived in 
harbour about 11 a.m, with all the Voorwaarts 
first-clase era and the majority of the 
others. rts of both steamers do- 
stohied the Colouial steamers Colonel Phayre 
and Deli, with cargo boats in tow, and reach- 
ed the wreck sbout 12.90 p.m,’ Gnding her 
safely beached with her forehold full of 
water but the after cabin perfectly dry. All 
the passenger's ba; jad been removed, 
and the salvage of the cargo was imme- 
diately began, as the water was rising. By 

p.m, the saloon was covered tothe extent of 
Sinches of water, and the steamers and cargo- 
boats returned to Penang Inden with a good 
deal of cargo, all the goods landed and the 
remaining portion of the crew aud passengers 
arriving at 9.30 p.m, 

An examination of the wreck showed that 
she had been cut down on the port side to 
the depth of 16 feet below her deck line about 
21 feet abaft the foremast, the breach being 
five feet wide at the top and narrowing down 

int, ‘The Khedive has received serious 
injuries, her stem aud starboard bow baving 
been completely staved iu and round to 
terious extent 

So far the Penang Gazette—It is reported 
at Singpore that a contract has been accepted 
to raise the Voorwaar's and make her a first- 
clasa risk at Lloyds for the sum of $15,000 
and 374 per cent. of salvage. As already 
‘sunounced tho result of the Marine Court 
of Inquiry held in Penang on Saturday, 
the 25th May, was that the officers of 
the Khedive Were acquitted of all blame 
and had their certificates restored to them. 
‘The Khedive is uow discharging at the P. & 0. 
Wharf in New Harbour, in order to be pro- 
perly surveyed ; and her repairs, if doue here, 
will probably take three months, 













































BRITISH TRADE. 
(China Mail.) 
‘The annual statement of the navigation and 





tment of the Board of 
‘Trade, does uot support the prevalent idea 
that ‘British trade 1s on th ane, The 
total of all vessels, British and foreign, 
entered at the porte of the United Kingdom 
tanungo ef 251070, the later tll (on 
age) being in excess of that for the previous 


shipping of the United Kingdom, compiled 
by the Statistical 





twelve months. Although the number of 
British vessels and men employed in the home 
and foreign trade of the kingdom was less in 
1877 than in 1876, the fonnage shows a aeady 
increase during the three years for whicl 
figores are fornished, and it is pointed out 
that the falling off in the number of vessela 
and men is due to the substitution of steam 
for sailing vessels, the formet being, as a rule, 
of much greater capacity than sailing vessels. 
The tonnage o gister 
of Great Brit: 
2,072,804 tons in 1875, and 2,292,493 t 
in 1877, an increase of over 260,000 tons in 
the three years, Thero is an increaso in the 
tonnage of sailing vessels of about 170,000 
tons only, due in larger part to the colo- 
nies. The total number of vessels on the 
regiater of the United Kingdom was 25,090, 
and the total number employed in the trade 
only 20,319. That the export trade of tho 
country is the opposite of flourishing is indic: 
ated by the great preponderance of vessols 
clearing in ballast over those entering. This 
matter will be better understood by a glance 
at the following table of vesscls entered and 
cleared in ballast at the principal ports of the 
United Kingdom during 1877. 



























Entered. Cleared. 
Vessels, Tonnage, Vessels, "Tonuago, 
1es? 38 
48305 
580,698 
1,253,098 
‘ten “ass'si0 
‘OL Go.1ss. 
MS 110,187 


other ports, whero 
‘of export, such as 
Newcastle, Cardiff and Middlesborough, show 
8 large preponderance of vessels entering in 
ballast. The aggregate tonnage entered in 
ballast at Sanderiand, North and South Shields 
and Newcastle alone reaches nearly 1,600,000 
tons. Ship-buildivg was more active durin, 

the year than it had been during any ono of 
the preceding three years, 











[ERICAN TRADE. 
(British Trade Journal. ) 
Tho first number of a quarterly serial, form. 
ing a kind of statistical abstract of the trade 
of the United States, and comprising in addi- 
tion returns rolating to immigration and 
shipping, bosides some particulars of the trade 
of other countries—has been recently issued 
from the United States Bureau of Sta 
Formerly the trade returns of the States w 
issued monthly, and there is perhaps somo 
disadvantage in publishing them ouly once @ 
quarter; but this may be in some measure 
compensated for by greater completeness and 
‘@ botter basis for comparisons. The tables 
for the year ended Juno 30tb, 1877, and for the 
eleven preceding years, which arealsocoraprised 
in the report, reveal the fact that, betweon 
1873 and 1876, the total imports of the States 
fell off no less than $187,000,000. Last trade 
year, however, there was a slight recovery, 
which was continued for tho first quarter of 
the current year. ‘The exports of domestic 
produce and manufactures bave shown remark. 
able steadiness over the samo period, but di 
not reach last year the values of 1874, ‘t' 
average export of the last four yeara wi 
$22,000,000 higher thaw for the four yea 
1865 to 1868, #o that the trado of the States 
is in this direction making very considerable 
progress. A certain portion of this progress 
is, moreover, in manufactured artioles, the 
exports of cotton having been smaller in value 
the last few years than they were ten years 
ago, The exports of grain if wo except Indi 
‘corn, have also been fess uniformly exces 
recently than might have been supposed, and 
gold aud silver bullion fell off considersbly in 
1876 and 1877. On the other band, such 
articles are copper and brass manufactures, 
fire-arms, cotton fabrics, and leather an 
leather goods, all show a more or lese marked 
regret, especially sineo 1873, when tho trade 
jepression ect in. Yet this growth is by no 
and in such articl 
machinery, steel cutlery, sewing machines, 
and agricultural implements, with others of 
the like kind, in which superiority of invention 
‘was supposed to have given the States the 
market over all competitors, the figures are of 
afitfal kind. In some instances there is even » 
marked decline, and the exports of unenum- 
erate manufactured articles cannot be 
to have made any real progress since 1865, 






















































means uniform ; 














Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


654 


Che 2... Herald and S. C. & C. Gasette. June 22, 1878. 





‘There ia therefore, no signin these trade returu 
that Protection is doing good to the Union, but 
rather the reverse, for it is not unfair to assume 
that tho larger export of some of the manu 
factured articles which is noticeable since 1873 
is to some extent a forced export. There is 
no market for the goods at home, and they 
aro disposed of at sny price in the market 
that turns up. This seems to be particularly 
the caso with regard to the United States’ 
European business, nearly the whole of which 
azing such articles a8 firearm, to which a 

Activity has been given by European 

in composed of articles of consumption 
Ww produce, such as pork, bacon’ and 
hams, cheese, oils, lard, fish, preserved meats, 
fruits, breadstuffs, tallow, and lumber. There 

















ie 





in a very remarkable increaso in the exports 
of refined sugar, however, which tends to 
prove that French bounties have not been 


the sole destroyers of the English refiners’ 
Dusiness, 





Glippings. 


‘Tho exports of gold from Cooktown, for 
April, amount to 11,123 ounces for Sydney, 
and 5,124 ounces for Hongkong. Mr. Kidgell 
has moved in the Assembly that a bonus of 
£1,000 shall be payablo by the Government to 
the firat disco eld in the 

te 









8 the state revenue returns for 1877, 
iow very aatisfactory results, ‘There 
ip an inoreaso'on the revenue of 1876 of 
$14,760.36, while tho expenditure lias de- 
creased $16,863.06, and this, notwithstandin, 
tthe fact that, in.’76 the expenditure exceed 
the revenue by $15,820.27. 


A tologram to the San Francisco Chronicle, 
dated from North Troy, 1Gth May, says 
“A body of strangers aro cucamped in the 
woods near this place. They aro all Iri 
mon, well-dressed and intelligent. Acces 
aro being made to the camp almost hourly, 
‘Tho Canadian militia has been called out, 
thoro seems to exist feeling aloo, 
that tho fmmediate invasion of Canada by 
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During fog the Chinese 
sorew steamer Fusi Yama was coming up tho 
iver, when, in consequence of some deficiene; 
iter machinery, abe turned and. proceeded 
ra foremost. ‘Tho fog concealed tho real 

of ler movements from the Mowe 

















ip behind, which became impaled on 
‘Yama's vow. While both injured 
2801s, wero hastening to the shore the Severn 


tompted to pass inside them, and was 
ruck by the Mowe, Tho Admiralty Court 
has decided that the Fusi Yama was respou- 
siblo for all the mishaps.—L, & 0. Express. 


‘Tho China Mail says tho British ship 
Golden Fleece, well known on this coast, made 
a rather unfortunate voyage from London to 
Syduey, Sho reached her destination on May 
3rd, wud reported having lost her rudder 
Guring the early part of the voyage, she hav. 
ing lad to be 





















the unfortunate 
lingered for two days, an 
ater om, one of the scamen fell 
from aloft and was killed. 
of accidents whi 
tion than the rule, 












It is not genorally known that official rank 
is, to a certain extent, hereditary in China. 
‘thus whon au officer of the firat rank dies— 
the four Grand Secretaries, Viceroys, and the 
Chiof Presidents of the Bonrds, for instauce— 
is sous inherit the “ full-ifth ” rank, and aro 
titled to commence their public career as 
Long-clung, or ‘Sunior Lord” of ove of the 
Boards, ‘The sons of officers of the *fall- 
second” rauk—such as Vice-presi 
Govornors—may enter public life as Un-ngoi- 
tong or Assistant-Secretary, with *half-ifth” 


















Chie, with “full-sixth” rank, The sons of 
officers of the third rank obtain an bonorary 
bachelorship, carrying the seventh rank. The 
sons of decessed officers 
herit no rank.—China Mfai 
‘Tho schoolmaster is beyond doubt much 
abroad in some parts of the United States.— 
"he New York Times calls attention to a 
“truly remarkable Bill,” laid before Congress 
by Senator Burnside on the $th of April. It 
rovides that, in the public schools of the 
Sistrict of Colambia, the school officers sball 
introduce, as part of ly exercise of excl 
school in their jurisdiction, iustruction in the 
elements of social and moral soience, includ- 
ing industry, order, ecouomy, punctuality, 
patience, self-denial, health, purity, temper- 
ance, cleanliness, honesty, truth, justice, polite- 
ness, peace, fidelity, philanthropy, patriotism, 
self-respect, hope, perseverance, cheerfulness, 
courage, self-reliance, gratitude, pity, mercy, 
Kindness, conscience, reflection, aud the will, 
‘The teachers are to yi 
upou one of these topii 
An aot of bravery which has received ite 
due reward deserves to be known outside the 
narrow limite of Denmark. A poor woman, 
the wife of a labourer, past fifty, observing a 
few months ago three ebildren who had fallen 
through the ice on a lake, rushed into the 
wator, and at the imminent peril of her own 
life rescued the children, His Majesty the 
King decided that this act of bravery 
not pass unrewarded. The poor woi 
seut up to town from the country 





































room 





was prepared for her in the Royal’ Palace, 
where eho stayed a couple of days to see the 
received from 





sights of Copontbagen, and a 
the hands of the King, in the presence of the 
Royal family, the Medal and Ribbon for civil 
‘acts of bravery, being the first woman in 
Denmark who lias received this honour. ‘The 
King also secured places for her and her family 











rank. ‘The sons of officers of tho “half. 
second” rank become under-assistants, or 


in the Royal Theatre, where she was the ob- 
eerved of all observers.—Ocerland Mail, 


Here is a note of warning to beer drinkers 


us | in tho Far East :—‘' What,” asks the Hiogo 


News, “is a colourable  imitat 
bottles with Bass’ and Cameron and Saunders’ 
Jabels on them undefaced had long ago a value 
Of five cents apiece over bottles without tl 
label, but native ingouuity bas got beyond 
that one-horse system, A well known dealer 
in native beer has now a sign banging out in 
Main Street which makes no secret of its 
i imitation of the 


Beer 






























2 fact that in somo trade: 
pushing of spurious imitations does th 
manufacturer of the genuine article qui 
much good as harm, but in this caso we 
trong reasons to believe that not only 
imitations of Bas's and other labels 
ry 





















‘aod scrape away 
the centro of the genuine label, before the 
bottle becomes the perquisite of your boy or 
the picker-up of unconsidered  trifles ; and 
another is to closely exami 
capsule before purchasing.) 








‘When Rossini first settled in his villa at 
Posey, he and Madame gave evening recep- 
tions,’ but these soirdes were void of other 
refreshment than most innocent ea sucrde. 
One evening—it was that of the Ist of Apri 
the guests were very numerous, and the 
animation of their converse was almost making 
them forget the absence of substantial refresh- 
ments, when suddenly there was a great fuss 
at the doors, which were thrown wide open, 











and a crowd of attendants, in white chokers | a, 


and gloves, bustled into the room with 
numerous trays, on which the astonished but 
pleased guests saw glasses of punch é la 
Romaine, ices, aherbets, cakes, &c. Ifthe guests 
Were astouished, still more so was Madame 





mate aud indignant amazement, 
words in a whisper explained that neither was 


the extravagant culprit. ‘he titters round 
the room could scarealy be suppressed. Rossini 








saw he was the victim of a good practical joke, 
and, being always amused at such things, he 
only laughed heartily. But his wife had» 
savage countenance all the night, and declared 
she would not open her drawing-rooms to 
society again. She left about £80,000 behind 
her the other day, : 








Captain Thomas Peabody, whose cruelty to 
the man Elwood on the American barque 
C. 0. Whitmore created such excitement 
when the case was brought before the Ameri- 
can Cousul n 1876, was arraigned before 
Commissioner Hallet at Boston, on the 14th 
March, on the affidavits and complaints made 
‘by members of the orew of the . O. Whitmore 
before the Unite States Consul at Hongkong. 
A report of the proceedings appears in the 
Boston Journal of that date, which states that 
“*the witnesses are all scattered and not ono 
of them can be found, hence Captain Peabody 
is confronted only by the sworn statements of 
the seamen who appeared before the Conaul.”” 
Having given a resumé of the affidavits th 
report continues :—"The proceedings thi 
forenoon were brief, Captain Peabody was in 
court and represented by M. F, Dickinson, Jun. 
His Counsel waived examination and opposed 
‘8 motion made by As riot Attorney 
Whitney for a continuance for four wee 
await the arrival of witnesses. Mr. Whitney 
stated that ono of the crew is novy on his way 
to Boston from Liverpool, and that tho 
Government expected soon to have others to 
testify. Mr. Dickinson characterised the 
affidavits as unreasonable, and aid they were 
made in order to get a discharge from tho 
ship at Hongkong aud get their month’s pay, 
which was thero allowed them, Ho stated 
that Captain Peabody was not and had not 
beon a fugitive, and his bondemen had overy 
confidence in ‘him. ‘The Commissioner ro- 
quired him to furnish $5,000 bonds for his 
appearance Saturday morning noxt, when tho 
question of eontinnance for trial in'the upper 
court will be decided by him, ‘The defendant 
furnished the bail. 


The broad avenues of Chicago aro well 
planted with fine shade trovs, and the nowly 
planned boulevards on the outskirts of tho 
business quarters bid fair, in another twenty 
years, to rival those of Paris, ‘The suburban 
Tevidences of the wealthior classes are, many 
of them, remarkably fino; and the most 
liberal provision hes beon mado in the way of 

irks and recreation reserves to ensure a 

reathing apace for the thronging multit 








































that congregate in so great » commercial 
28 


contre. After inspecting the main busi 
streets and chiof public buildings, notably 
the magnificent works devoted to water 
supply, We spent a day in looking over tho 
great cattle yards and somo of tho pork- 
packing establishments, one of the most 
prolific sources of Chicago prosperity, The 
yicking season is during the winter, from 
Betober to Mareb, and’ during thoso six 
months as many ae two millions of hogs have 
been converted into various forms of pork, or 
something over 12,500 for every working day. 
‘The rapidity with which a pi for 
human consumption finds itself wi 

away into a barrel of pork, literall 






















away bis breath. Seized by the leg and 
hoisted to the top of a four-storey buildin 
his throat is cut before he can make a remark, 
and, by an ingeni descent, 
he passes on wit ions through 
troughs of 





ing water and along shiny 
tables, receiving the attention of about. five- 
and-twenty athletic men, armed with sharp 
knives, who each render him some good off 
as be momentarily passes, depriving in 
turn, of his bristles, his’ trotters, is head, 
ternal economy, until his fragmen- 
range themselves out at the 















various packing caske, almost | protesting 
inst the indecent haste of his ‘ taking off. 

‘Tho cattle yards are enormous in extent, and, 

considering the thousands of live stock daily 





assed through them, are marvels of cl 
Rites and order, Originally, they: were 
out on the prairie, five miles from the city ; 
but as the trade increased, a large town, 
necessary for the numerous employés, sprang 
up around them, and now they are entirely 
surrounded and connected with the city, by 
closely packed dwellings. Cattle and pigs 
are the chief objects of trade, the number of 
‘sheep being, to an Australian, absurdly amall 
and disproportionate.—Meliourne Review. 
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TO GREAT BRITAIN, &c.—Continued, 
























‘Vusser's Nae. Vesser’s Naas, | Dare] CHE] dosox, |Grezs,| Toran 
I Picale, | Ticats, 
eaeaiiek +. June §|Hamburg 1 
SiBombay 

1OjLoudon | 18,598.93) 

By 23,067.06] 

1,280.93} 

13)Nicolajefsk} 1,548.87 

london | 1,872.19 

441.15) 

i Marseilles 34.22) 

 2i{London | 3,443.14) 









209,557.73} 455.18) 210,012.91 





SHANGHAI SILK RETURN, FOR SEASON COMMENCING JUNE 1, 1878. 


FROM IMPERIAL MARITIME CUSTOMS. 




































































SILE. 
To To Hoxo- 
0 To Jara 
Gasar Basrary, | MAUAREUES D | gsctrica, — (KONOACoANTPonTH| Torat Cutsem, | rayrezitppnp, | GRAND TOTAL, 
Bales, Bales, Bales, Bales, Bales, Bates, Bales, 
Total as per last Report 38 38 3 ‘ “16 Mis 
Suwoquant Stpmente i 48 is » te 
309 36 180 18 1,002 1,002 
SOTTO W—(From commencement of New Season, 22nd September, 1877.) 
Coasr & Rivenine Poxrs, Terat, 
Brport. | Reexport.| Fae; | wsport. Piculs, 
| Picais, Piculs, Picnle 
‘Total as per last Report, rast | ameeat] 199,16868 
Baeoquant Shipsaen ‘80080 1800 3100886 
79,908.10 Tro 190,807.84 









The London and Lancashire 
Fire Insurance Co. 


TPVEE undersigned, having been appo 

L Agents of the jorporation, 

‘I to graut policies aguiuat, Fin 

Tous 20 por cout. dinco 
BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE, 

Agents, 

187i 











9th Juni 


The Royal Exchange Assur- 
ance, of LO LONDON. 


mee uudoraigned, bevin Deon appornted 
Agonte of th 
prepared to grant reed Fire, 
Inrrent Rates, less 20 per cent discount, 
BUTTERFIELD & SWIRK, 
Agents, 
Shanghai, let April, 1872. 











Z 3is0 
tt 2675 





Norwich Union Fire Insur- 
ance Society. 


IVE undoraigued having been appointed 
Agents of the abore Sooisry are 
repared to grant against fire on 
Bie usual tormm-and conditions; 
not ALFRED DENT & Co. 





Side 1868 Shanghai, 8th Jan., 1876, 


THE LIVERPOOL & LONDON & 
GLOBE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


FIRE OFFICE, 


PHK OEN'. Discount allowed on all 
preniia contributed, 


LIFE OFFICK, 
Risks accepted at Repvcev Rares, 
Tables may be had on application, 
BIRLEY, WORTHINGTON & Co,, 
Z Agents, 
6le 2140 Shanghai. 16th July, 1872, 
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Alliance Marine Assurance 
Company, London. 


pa undersigned are propared to accept 
Risks on Tea from Hankow to 
London, either direct or vid Shanghai, 
including Risk per River Steamer and 
transhipment, at the following rates, less 


15 % discount 
WA FPA 


Per Mail 24% Bey 
ie Hots and Gin Sizer 38 2 

A ‘Steamers. 13 Z 4% 
ts Other First-class Steamers 34% 3 7 
Wap 80 RISK. — One-quarter per cent, 


@ %) Extra, 








MAITLAND & Co. 
22jy-78 296 Shanghai, 18th May, 1878. 








STANDARD LIFE 
ASSURANCE COMPANY. 


Established 1825. 
FPA undersigned begs to notify that 
Board of Directors at this place have 
powor to pass proposals for Assurance, on 
the Lives of Persons residing at any Port 
of China or Japan, 





W. T. PHIPPS, 
Agent & Secretary to the 
eat Board, 


1856 Shanghai, Ist Jan, 1878, 
nova (0.8,) Side 


INSURANCE. 


TPVAK undersigned, as Agents for ‘Tax 
T Burris axd Foukiox Manine Ine 
sunaxce Gomraxy (Linrrep), are 
red_ to insue Policies by Steamors o 
o.’s, and “Glen” lines, 














at the following rates : 


All Risks, 


eu 
Hankow to London, Tea, 28% “3 
Shanghai to London, Tes, 2} if : 
Shanghai to London, Silk, 14% 14 % 
Subject to an immediate cath divcount of 








Fifteen per cent 15 %. 
BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE, 
Agents. 
tf 1854 Shanghai, 13th Juno, 1877. 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


SHANGHAI, ist JUNE, 1878. 


Aznivats—The P. & O. steamer Sunda, with the London mails of 11th ultimo; the sailing vessels Paul Jones 
and Formosa from New York. 














PIECE GOODS.—The daily market has presented an appearance of more doing during the past week, and quotations, by reason that, 
‘excepting in rare instances, they aro no lower, are believed to be higher, but the great majority of imports have not benefitted by 
fhe activity, and the advates in value, when placed aloogside ofthe decline in Sterling Exchange, gains more by the appearance than 
in the reality, Moreover the auctioneers appear to be the oaly acliera who have had tho pull by the rio in rates, which argues rather 
in favor of an imperative need for apecialtics than in favor of any general improvement, 

Groy Shirtings—Demand has embraced 6, 7, 8} and Obs, of the lower maker, chiefly, and in all a moderato business har beon 

fone, mostly at last mail’s rates, but in the caso of the 8} and 93-Ibs.—owing to their growing scarcity—prices have s hardening 
tendency at the clone OF the lator 10.1be.—weight the Snest brands bave found buyers fo extent of something like 10,000 piecos 
at the figures, Tis, 2.15 for the Red Cheong Nyuen and Dowhurat’s Green Lion, Tie, 2.274 for the Tai Wo Stag, Tle, 2.414 for the 
Tunsin Eagle A, ete, otc., but, as far ae the market book ehewe, Tis, 1.62—paid for'the Sin-co Eye chop—a very good cloth and liked by 
the natives—has been the line beyond which buyers could not go in their operations in 8{-Ibe., and for the movement in the lower makes of 
this weight, the market is indebted to Japau and Chefoo. About 50,000 pieces of all weights have changed hands, 

White Shirtings.—Zed Pheasant 64-Reed has beou wanted at Tle. 1.65, but the holder has declined to budge from his former standard— 
‘Tis. 1.674 per pieco—2,000 pieces Dowhurat’s Tripod (Three Legs of Man), however, have been let go at that figure, and that quantity, 

with 2,300 pieces Bagle, Dewhurst’s, at Tle, 1.80. 1.82 per piece, in two sales of 1,000 pieces each, nearly sums up tho businessof the week 

in this department, 

‘TF-Cloths.—A dull market throughout and exceedingly little to report. 

Drills.—Within the last few days English Drills have risen in importance, and the settlement are larger than they have been for many a 

Tong week past, but prices have been low aud extremely irregular running from Ts. 1.71 up to Tis, 1.80, which maximum was obtained 

ferday for a lot composed of Pagoda and common Stay. ‘Total repotted 11,000 pieces, 3,000 pieces of Dulch or Gelderman'e 

agon havo likewino been taken, the rate being Tle. 2.05 par pice, and 15,000 pieces American cloth have been settled at Tis, 273 
per piece for P.M.C.D., Tis. 2.70 per piece for M.M.D., and Tis. 2.68} per piece for the Laconia Peacock, 

Jeans, Sheetings and Fancy Cottons. jetness has been the prevailing characteristic of these departments, Of Jeans, one little lot 
5 000 piecone-at Tle, 1-25, and 2.600 pieces of Bnglish Shectings-“islbs.—at Tie. 1.90 a 2.05 per piece, diepose of tho bueiuese in there 
‘two cloths, while in Fancics acarcely anything whatever has transpired. Velvets have been enquired for but at lower rates, Turkey 
Redshave been saleable ouly at auction, where, however, they have shewn an improving tendency, Handkerchiefs would be taken 
privately at the last auction quotations, but the buyers cannot get accommodated with more on those terms, 

‘Woollens,—Long Els, Scarlet has farther advanced, and somo 500 pieces H.H. have realised Tis. 6,50 per piece. Assorted likewiso are 
Tn botter favour, and rather higher in value. Camfets ato rising slowly from the depth to which they had fallen, and Spanish Stripes aro 
also developing the improving basis, noted last week as immineut. Lastings have not been in much request, and Figured Orleans have 
all but dropped out of count, Sales of Afedium Cloths are recorded at I. 0.824 a 0.93 per yard—800 pieces.’ Nothing doing in Crapes, 
but Plain Lustres have been once or twice mentioned by the Japanese traders without, however, as far as wo have been able to learn, 
any businoss resulting. 

8 v.at, Enquiries are being made for good Jeans, and the tono of the Velvet market seems better, 

ggrams are to hand notifying THE TERMINATION OF THE LANCASHIRE STRIKE. 
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Gamlots, Retail prices 11.88 | 11.60 | 11.65 | 1080 | 111.0 [— Sie00 [11.5.0 
Ely 657 | 665) 558| 661 | 623 : | 673 | 60.28 
Spanish Stripes, \, 05.2% | 0443| 05.3 | 05.2 | 042 das | 047 | 04.7 
Hwa-Kee, Gentian. { Green. {Orange. [At [wnite| Purple. { Black. [Brown|Mfauve.| Lt. Gt. 
Auction, 17¢h instant, |_| + 
Camleta A.A... p. poe. 10.35 10.70 10.30 . fo.s7 
‘Sal 20 o 2] 10 
8.8 0.50.8 2 
4 18 
Kin-Mina, 18th just, 
Catnlets C.P.H. p. pee. | 120 
LongElleC.P,H. p, poo. 9 5.59/68 ei378 500 
40 40 
20 
2 
E-wo, 10th instant, | 
Camleta HH.D.B. p. poo. 3] 1085 |u.274a0 hogayeo {iso | $00 
Sal pes 50 40 20 30 
Long EllsH,D.B. p.poe- | 6.35/37 |... ; Sin 300 
Sp. Strip p-yd. 8] 0.51/51} | ois jo.s0i/é0.6 0180.8 ie) 049 120 
pea...| 45 15 30 6 3 
ree Fone, 20th 
‘ammlets 8.$.G. p. p 111.60/623 [10.873/85 [10.674 ho.as/s2} 400 
Sales, po oo | 2 | 20 ei) 
1» GG. per pee. 1.575 100 
Sales, pe 40 
Long Ells, ys 5.63 200 
S. Stripes TAB f yar} 0834/5 os 252 
. Stripes T.T. . 
ipet a Pe asi ib 54/54 
Biscutzaxzovs. 
Camlets H.H. per poe. '3| 110.124 0 
Sale, es... 10 
Long Ells, 80 
ales, pos. 
Avoriox Saxes oF Cortox Goons— 





* Buh Sing.” —17th instant— 
palANDERRCHIEYS—2,000 dozens, nt TL 0.41 per dozen. 
“ Van Loong.” — 
‘T-CrorHs—7-lbs., 700 pieces, at Tis. 1.11 for Two Cash, Tia. 1.253 for Three Cash ; and 8-lbe., 2,700 pieces, at Tle. 1.323 for 1x0 
Cash, Ts, 1.35 for Stag. Detuis—14-lbs. Dragon, 1,400 pieces, at Tis. 1.71 per piece. InistEs—100 pieces, at Tle. 2.48} per 
. piece. VELvETEENS—18-inch New Stag, 90 pieces, at TI. 0.11} per yard. 
«Rin Ming." —18th instant— 
CREE Suimaivcs—Sh-lbe, Red Lion, 800 pieces, at Tl, 1.518 a 1.514 per piece. 
“Nie Kee 
‘Turkey Rep Camprics— Fisherman, 360 pieces, at Tls, 1.40} for 2}-lbs., Tle. 1.403 for 2h-Ibs,, Tis. 1.453 for 22-Ibs. ; Flute Man, 3-Ibe., 
220 pieces, at Ts. 1.51 [BRE Binge ; and Bull Head (Penta), 123 pieces, at Tis. 1.243 for Z-lbe,, Ta. L34for2iibe. Casmatmnes— 
26-yard, 250 pieces, at Tl, 1,443 per piece. 
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Wo.”—19th instant— 

Guay Summrixos—8}-Ibs., 2,250 pieces, at Tis. 1.403 a 1.414 for Black Unicorn, Tis, 1.50 a 1.503 for Red Unicorn, Ts, 1.563 
1.574 for Green Unicorn, Tis. 1.663 a 1.664 for Blue Unicorn ; 7-Ibs. Bagle, 500 picces, at Tis. 1.17} a 1.173 per piece, aud 
94-lbs. Blue Unicorn, 250 pieces, at Tis. 2.173 per piece. T-Cuorus—7-Ibs., 1,500 pieces, at Ts. 1.193 a 1.13] for Green Unicorn; 
Tis, 1.263 a 1.273 for Blue Unicorn, Tis. 1.064 a 1.07 for Lion and Glub, Tis. 1.244 for Anchor, Tis. 1.303 a 1.30} for Gold Dollar 3 
and Slbs,, 300 pieces, at Tis. 1.384 for Green Unicorn, Tle. 1.473 for Blue Unicorn. Dntits—l4lbs, Dragon, 720 pieces, at 
‘Ts. 1.78 @ 1.78 for A, Tle. 1.734 @ 1.734 for D. 

«© Yuen Fong."—20th instant—" ” 

Gasy SutRTINGs—8}-Ibs., 3,000 pieces, at Tle. 1.31 a 1.31} for Two Man, Tle, 1.39.0 1,383 for Britannia, Wurre Surpixos—64-roed 
Blue, Lightiouss 1000, pieces, ab, Tle 1.43) ‘per pos. | Daiiss-dlbs. Peacoct, 510 pleats at THs, 171 por plese 
‘Vewvers—Lie Woman, 150 pieces, at TI. 0.14 per yard. Vatverzxxs—I8-inch Stag, 150 pieces, at Ti, 0.11.2 a 0.113 per yard, 

1, 











Miscentawxous— 

Gury Suanrixos—(Sea Damaged), 10-Ibs. Stag, 1,700 pieces, at Tis. 2.16 @ 2.243 per piece ; 7-Ibs. Stag, 1,450 pieces, at Tis. 1.16} 

1.17 per piece; and G-lbs tag, 680 pisos) at Tis 1.004 2111} per piece. Jaxs~S.bs. Slag in Garter (Sea damaged), 

360 pieces, at Tis. 1.644 « 1.653 per piece. ‘T-Cuorms—36-inch and 6-Ibs. Stag (Sea damaged J, 2,280 pieces, at Tis. 1.84 a 1.88, 

for XX. Tis, 1.30 @ 1.34 for YX Tle. 1.83 for X.Af, ; and 7-lbs. (Sea damaged), 1,050 pieces; at Tis. 1.23 a 1.243 for Red 
Stag, Tis, 1.10 @ 1.11 for Tiger. Vexvers—22-inch Lie Woman (sound), 600 pieces, at TI. 1.14.03 a 0.14.1 per yard, 


QUOTATIONS—Dory Paw. Dory.* QUOTATIONS—Dory Par. Dory.® 






































































Tla.m. tery arr] Th. 
. # p.7.0.0,, 10.5.0 
aisiciome PSG0", B00 || 205 tinct! 
Dewhurat's Rogie ‘wom. 309 a 59 
8 f 0. r 
Bal Ontxans—Fig. 0 Mipieetater Yer < 0.2.0 per pee. 
Speoial Colors & Patterua ,, 3.5.0 
0.0.8 per pee. Metals and Sundries, 
‘pom. pr pol.46.0.0 »,47.0.0] 2.0.0 per poh 
1.3.4 . x 10...prbox, 44.5 ,, 4.5.0 
R 4205,430]{ 040 
¥ x pol, 4.1.0 
7.0 yy 1 42.05, 025 
. } 5.2.5 5, 5.5.0 
f 125 
og 010» 
om 0.2.5 
Dutch, 13.0 144-Ibe nom. ...2.1.0 5, 21.5 25 ny 
‘Juans, Dh,, Bost, 30y 4. 30in. Sibel 3.5 
Bnglia 0120 4 Me 0.0.78» 0.6.0 
= O12 4, 
s]t 008 O07 
6-Ibe, 24y ds. 3210. 0: 
tbe yds. 32a, Ord rae es 
i 12h oy 
8 to 8i-ibe, 
Better kinc 4 008 » 
Baxoexnonis— das 
Bema ctSBtd AEE, ona yd ‘ 
Seorrap SumrinoxWhite # po. 1.6.5 0.1.0 per poe. 0.35 


Dyednom.,, 20.0 
160 


0.) 



















































ry 
Damasxs, Dyed, 40 y ri 6.0. Py 
Ganriax Srimrixon HY 2, 
Oniwrs—Aneorted ..nom. 4.8: és 
ue 3. 
Brown 0.07 iG 
icarlet. 3.8. 
Pruntep TWILLs—24/25, Hrown, Swatow, Hort 3.0, 
50/82 0.0.7 per 30 yds. Cominion 24 
os ao» 2.8 és 
Tends ty de ea1 3e-n0% 11.0 aus erga 20. 
5: » 
Yaurare— Black, 2 O18 12.0. i 
LVETRENS— 
} O15 Rarraxs—Comimon . 2.8. 
Rror Dexune.. 0.0.34 per 30 yds. Good to 3.6. ‘ 
Dinerrins, 12 ya, | 0.065 per ye Bett.. 50. 
0.0.35 4 Saran Woop— 
0.7.0 per pel. Bpiecestothepical. 4, 2.8.00 3.0.01} 919 
Bi wv y Rink, 4, 1.8.04, 24.0 1.0 
SanpaxWood, South Sea pe, 3.4.0 to 3.5.0 : 
0.0.5 Timor . 9.0.0 ,,10.0.0|$ 0.40 4, 
Malabar 16.5.0 418,0.0 
A Mayorove Rank .. 0.8.0 3.0 
Sraninw SreiPEe O12 | § Finer Stonss.. 04.5 }oos 
» oo» HDB. i 3 
” wn TTB .5.: wee TH = 6.7.0 
Loxu E 1s ies 7 ad g a0 | 
asl, 24 70.650, |] $ 600 
Bs Tt K +z 5.5.0 0.0.5 per ton, 
oe . é. | 3 435 iz 
: é 7.5, 4 
Sp LB 0.0.44 ls 465" 470|) 
neat * z | 1.6.24,, 16.5 
ye = Large Purely 0.1.5 per box. 
ses ey ‘Small 3; nominal i 100 5g. feat, 











© Haikwan Sycee Tia 100=Shanghai Currency Tis, 111.40. + Cargo quotations, 
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METALS.—Ssles of Belgian Nail-Rod Iron aggregating 10,600 bundles are reported as done at Tis. 1.60.a 1.65 per picnl, and 50 to 
AB i have brogght Ain. L95 per picule Of Led, 1,000 picals of american at Tin. 440 per picul are. antanged, ” Stat teres 
‘the week’s business for 2,000 tubs Bamboo at Tis. 3.20 per picul ; and 500 boxes Tin Plates have been placed—"‘to ai 
‘4.90. Regarding this last import, a native bolder is supposed to have had a hand in circulating the advance alluded to 











week. 
we have not heard that importers were able to sell at the improved quotations, or near them. Tin is dull, and Quicksilver unsaleabl 
FREIGHTS.—Forvard Ho, British ship, 942 tons, Nagasaki and back, 26 lay days, $2,300, in fall ; Annie §. Hall, American bara 
Bb tata, Nagasaki and back, 16 lay days, $2.25 per ton ; Fiery Cross, British barque, 699 tons, Nagasaki and back, 30 lay days, $1,000, 
in full; Penedo, British steamer, 1,007 tons, monthly chartered at Hongkong, two monthe, private terms ; Henrik Ibsen, 
Darque, 271 tous, Nay seca ie tsi cael Hongkong, 12 lay days, $4.25 per ton ; Victory, British brig, 255 tons, Nagasaki ‘to 
and Hongkong, 12 lay days, per ton. ; lngeaalt 
KEROSENE. s Locally the business sums up oy 1,500 cases—Devoe’s—aold at auction at Tis. 1.624 a 1.67 per case, but there have been. 
‘considerable re-sales, op speculative account of floating cargo at Tis. 1.60 per case. The current low prices are stimulating consumption. 
jcle ip cheap burning, as compared with the native oils which—owing to the droughts—are scarce, and much dearer than in ordinary 
‘Godown stocks at present are computed at 115,000 a 117,000 cases, and the floating supply is eatimated at about 250,000 cases. 


~Btatement of Imports aud Deliveries of Cotton and Woollen Piece Goods for the week ending 19th June, 1878, 
compiled from the “Customs Daily Returns,” Nos. 134 to 139, both numbers inclusive. 



































Ru-Exrorrs axp Taxre DastaxaTion, 
















Groy Shirtin, 
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Volvoteons 
Hasnitkorchiote 
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Tron—Nail Re 















































Deuiventes, Ag, BASED 0 
Rrronsa, Dateo lon Jase 188, 
Goon, es aes 
For the Week. (Prot iat Jany.| For the Week. | Fromm int Jany.| *At date Agatuat 
188 vei5, | aaticaated, [tat Jus, 1877. 
Grey sts 74,600 | 1,751,472 15,550 ; 968,880 | 887,600 | 1,453,200 
T-Cloths * 55,915 | 1,115,287 7,400 | 842,500 649,700 515,800 
White Shir 4 1.009 | “31240 Hoss | aa5 zat | s.g00 | 128,00 
Drills, Ei : 13, 74,7 ¥ EY ee 
Do." Amer 17,955 | 180,368, 14.900) 144,248, 29,000 |§ 120,700 
; 530 | 48,155 -| 57,586} 98,500 ]} 195 109 
eDey, American : zi 13,800 , 
eotings, Englisl e 
Dox Ataoriean and Goutiueatal M4 20,200 
Dyod Shirtings .. 9v0 
Brocalos and Spotted Shir 4,60 
5,400 
3,800 
27,500 
46,500 
12,400 
5,500 
111,800 
6,800 
6,100 
Spanish Siripos 9,300 
ledium and Broad Clothe 16,000 
Camlets 10,600 
Long 24,200 
Eastin 7,900 
ape 2 
Luetron, 6,500 
Figured .. 29,500 
<1 Grape 2,800 
Lead in Pigs : 
Tron—Nail Rod . “ 

















© Exclusive of Import Gargonn ox Sunda, Teheran, Paul Jones, Form sa, Ava, Glengyle, Serapis, Achilles, Hazlehurt, Patroclus, Menelaus, 
Orestes, Yangtsé, Fleurs Castle, Wenchow, Mikado, Omba, J. R. Worcester, several Coasters, and of sundry Re-exporta, 


Inrorns.—Carcors declared.—Forward Ho, Thibet, Ringleader. 
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OPIUM.—Receipts of Opium since last report 





‘Stock on the 8th instant ... ” » » 
» 30F  » Total... ,, 219 
Deliveries since the 8th instant: » 1,093 ” ” 7 ” 























Present Stock » 2,814 » 1,432 
Against Stock 2 2,863 ze 1509 
» 49 ow vn» Decroase 77 ” 

EXPORTS. 





SILK.—We quote the following from Mr. W. T. Phipp’s circular :—Business in silk for the outgoing mail has been confined chiofly 
to one buyer, and settlements for the week are about 600 bales for shipment, and in addition some 200 bales are reported 
to be purchased for native speculation. Prices since the opening show a decline of about Tis. 20 per picul, the market closing 
weak at the following quotations :-— 














er Ie, 
zerpice, Ex. 5/43 & 12% 
Donkey Chop, Nos. 34, 4 and 43 ‘Ta 408, 386 and 310 18/6, 17/9 and 17/1 
Rokecs " Chin-jan” and * Kise ‘a. $08'and 355 18s'and 1666 
Bltek Lion, No. 3 « wae 
‘Blue Elephant ino 
ich ii @ 16) 
n 

Chin-uen-sing’s Kabing Tay, sf 

aoe 17? and 1633 Fen 4734 and 4582 
Tokesten’s — do. Ki Tf aut ie. Fea $7.60 aod $501 
Mediuan and Common 9 X mens Fea 7.58 @ 31.16 


For native speculation some of the Chops settled are—Cock and Worm Nos. 4 and 44, at Tis. 9874 and 375, Ting-chan- 
kee’s Van-yuen,” at Tis. 3674, and S.S.S, Dollar Chop, “Sa-ling,” and Double Deer Chop, *Vun-ich,” at Tis. 365 per picul. 

‘The country markets are but scantily supplied with buyers showing little inclination to inereaso thei. interest at the 
slight decline in prices. ‘The second crop promises an average out-turn at least, and when the result is determined in say ten 
days hence more readiness to meet the market will probably be shown by producers. : 


Arrivals of the new silk are nearly 8,000 bales. 








HANKOW. 


TEA.—Tho Hankow Tea Market Report, of the 17th June, says the prediction by natives of a short supply of first crop Tea for 
‘once proving true (the actual deficiency as compared with last year being over 110,000 chests,) the past fortnight has witnessed 
considerable competition for all ‘Tea arriving, at rapidly advancing prices, more recent ‘settlements, of medium to good 
qualities shewing a rise from the lowest point of Tis. 3a 4, and common to fair kinds Tis. 1 a2 per picul. Details 
of the settlements during the past two weeks together with the prices paid will be found below. Arrivals to dato are 104,200 
chests less than at same period last year, and 122,000 chests short of last season's entiro yield of Ist crop.  Musters of 2nd crop 
Oopacks are expected on the 2ist inst. Prices paid up-country are reported to rage from Tis. 16 a 19 per picul, bein; 
about the same as last year. The Teas are said to be good. Shipments of Hankow District Teas to Shanghai show a falling o! 
as compared with last year of 25,740 chests. Siftings have been in demand during the fortnight at Tis. 74 a 9 per picul, 
being an advance of ‘Tis. 1 a 14’ per picul on last years rates. The following figures indicate the entire business to date 
(inclusive of Kiukiang Teas) as contrasted with the settlements, ete., to 18th June last year: 


























1877. 1878. 
+270,660 Chests. Wwerease 63,790 Chests, 
118,160 Decrease 108,660. 
30,840 ” 
419,600 
+ 109,870 chests Kiukiang Tea included. + 158,590 d-chests Kiukiang Tea included, 


‘The total Export of Hankow District Tea is 11,599,842 Ibs. under that at same date last year, while Re-exports show an 
increase of 1,839,760-lbs. 


Business reported during the fortnight is as follows :— 










1878. 1877. 
Settlements 8,360 chests, 30,260 cheats. 
» 109,200 4 5 71,410 
be 1,110 boxes. 250 boxes. 
‘Shipments to Shanghai. 5,040 25,460 chts. 





‘The following are the departures for London :— 


‘As per last report in 7 steamers 
June 4th, Steamer Slad Haarlem 
» 7th, do. — Afghan.. 
fankor 





26,428,099 
Against 12 vessels last yoar, ........[bs, 26,819,174 

Freight.—The steamer Dago leaves full or not full on the 19th inst., at £2 10s. per ton. Other direct steamers are loading 
at £8 pet ton of 40 enbic foot. The rate, by Mail £3 10s., and by Holts £3 os. per ton. Sailing vessels, £9 per ton of 80 
cubic feet. In port—steamers Feronia, Viking, Fleurs Castle, Cairnsmuir, Perim, Dago and Altona. Sailing vessels Corivlanns, 
Ambassador, Culty Sark and Windhocer.—The Coriolanus was to leave yesterday. 

Imports—The dullness in the market for manufactured goods, noticed in the last report, still continues, and the sales 
reported are so small as to be scarce worth recording :— 

Cotton Goods.—In Grey Shirtings, the only sale reported has been 400 pieces 8}-lbs., “Hand and Branch” chop, at 
Ts. 1.71, but dealers will not now offer within 2a 3 candareens of this price. A small sale of Figured Orleans at Tls. 2.35 
per piece is reported. 

‘Metals.—Lead. Sales of this article have been made in barter for Tea at about Tis. 4.70 per picul, and it has been 
resold by the native dealers at Tis. 4.40 a Tis. 4.50. 

Opium.—Prices for Malwa have further advanced in sympathy with Indian rates. Transaction’ for the fortnight have 
been fair. Malica—New, Tis. 590.4600 per picul. Old, Tis. 600 a 610 per picul. Patna—Old and New, Ts. 455 a 470 per chest. 
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COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPT. 
Jone 22, 1878. 


Arnivars.—{Not reported above)—None other than coasters, 
Derarrone.—(Not reported above)—The British steamer Menelaus, for London. 
‘The English mail steamer Sunda takes 530 bales of Stux and about 50 tons of Tra. 


Excnaxo8.—On London, Telegraphic Transfers, 5s. 3}d. a5s.34d. Bank Bille, 6 months’ sight, 5s. 434. First-class Credits to Bank, 5s, 434, 
Private and Dogumentary, és. 6d, Ou Paris, Bank, 6.79 ; Private, G82. On India Rowbay Bank, Re, SL a, 313._ Calcutta Buok, 
Rs. 3114313, On Hongkong, Bank Bills, demand, 27} per cent. disct. Private, 15 days’ sight, 28, Bullion. Gold Bars, Peking, Shanghai 

181 per bar of 10 tis. Shanghai weight. Bar'Silver, Shanghai Tls. 111.25 per 100 Tis, Canton weight, Mexican dollars, Shanghai 
13.275 per 100. Copper Casb, 1,420 per tael. 




















SHARES. 
Suaxouas, 220d June, 1878, 
During the past wosk stocks generally have been in demand at higher rates ; money being rather easy, 
Hongkong & Shanghai Banting Corporation, Shares were in demand, but holders were firm, and she only transaction reportod was & 
sale a 60, premium, ad exchange 724 ‘The markt is now weaker, with shares elfring at GD47,, ho rata ia Hongkong i 6. promium, 
Sianplat Scam’ avigation Go,~Some 300 to 40 shares changed hands a 42.25, for cath, abd21.30 forth 30th caren 
Chin Goat Scum angen CoA ot was paced on tho that 30), and s fw abaes have sac Don old a FB, ‘be market in 
firm, with buyers. 
shanghat Tug-Boat Association, —Sharee have changed hands at F110, for cash, and $111 for 30th June, A private offer of F112 has 
beon refused, i 
 Pootung Dock Co.—Shares are in demand at 90. 
Nerina Iurance CoA share wan sold by tender at 1,075; eal to 3100 (orth sare, and 25% on contribation othe 
ant of 2100. 
ame anglice Ineurance Association.—One transaction at ‘F660 is reported. Shares are atill wanted at this rate, 
Chinese Insurance Co.—No business is reported on our market. In Hongkong rates have advanced to $300 per share, 
Hongkong Fire Tosurance Co.—This stock has been ia demand, but holders have been firm, and ouly oue tratsactien at $710 is reported. 
Buyors now offer $730 per ahare, without finding sellers, 
China ire Insurance Cohan in this Company bao alo bean wanted, Ono or two tranoaction at €20 are roported at wish there 
are atill buyere, 
‘Shanghai & Hongkew Wharf Co.—A corsiderable business has been done in this stock at F130, for cash, and 1324 for 15th and Slat 
August, 



































‘Chinese Imperial Goverment Loan of 1877.—Bonds are wanted at £103. 
Postriox rex Last Rerort, | Last Divipewp, &e, ) Cast Quorarioxs, 
SHARES, No, | Value, |Paid up.) Jae Workin ‘To Share- | When pd 
Reserve. |"Account."| Pat | ‘holders, | or dus, Closing, 
‘ Bank, | | 
‘Hongkong & Shang! | 
ration 40,000 | $125 | $125 | $1,000,009) $11,234.72/31 Dec. 77; © £1 [19 Feb. 78] 69 % prew,, ex. 725 
Steamer Compan, 
‘Shanghai Steam Navigation Co, 
fa Liquidation) © 22,500] #100) 217) a. |. fomee.77 Remmgiic’|SAp. 78] 214 
China Coast Steam Navigation ! 
Co. 5,000 | #100} #100 11,979.42/31 Dec. 77, + 7% |15Mar.76) 81 
Shanghai Tug Boat Association} 900 | #100 | 100 [> shetce pid 10 
Docks. 
Shanghai Dock Co, #500 | #500 | *2% (18Jan, 78) 2124 
Pootung Dock Co. 7100 | F100 *6% (2iJan. 78) 90 
a as, 
Shanghai Gas Co. #100} 2100 | 78,610.30, [31 Dee.76, 5% |23Jan, 78) 145 





78) 145 





‘Compagnie du Gaz F100 | F100 | 4,515.76, ¥1,033.37)31 Dee. 77] 6% 11 Fel 
Insurance ( Marine, ) | 


China Traders’ Insurance Co, i i 
i 1,666.67; $500 | $125,000.00 $85,073.06]30 Apl. 77! 12% [31 July 77|1,150 










































































600 
,900.42 1,010,494.62.31 Dec. 77) 315 27 Apl. 78) 275 ex div. nom. 
1,000 600 | ( | 1,050 
500 '$500 | $210,500.00 $119,005.35 1,395 
1,200 350 660 
1,500 $200 285 now. 
+ Insurance (Fire.) 
Hongkong Fire lu. Co., Limited] 2,000 | $3,000 $200 'g6 730 
China Fire In, Co., Limited ...] 4000 | $500 S100 200 
Miscellaneous. j 
Shanghai & H’kew Wharf Co... 2,150 | 100 | #100 15Mar.78) 130 
LOANS. Amount of Loan, | Nominal | Rate of Interest. When Payable. Closing. 
Shanghai Mun. Debentures—Issue 1872) 100.00 | 8% 30th April & 31st Oct. | 104 Nominal. 
Do. 1873 ¥ 100. “6 30th June & 3lst Dee. | 100, 
Do. 1875) xi00.0 | a 30th June & 31st Dec. | 105 
Lyceum Theatre Ordinary Debentures. © 25.00 ey 30th Jane. 19) 
‘Do. Preference do. | % 37.50 3% Bist Dee. 2) 
Chinese Imperial Government Loan 1874) £ 100 8% 30th June & Slat Dee. | £105} 
Do. do. 187 £100 3% 28th Feb, & 3let Aug. | £103 
*Forhalf-year. + For year. J.P. BISSET & Co. 














‘Wearnen.—The weather during the earlier part of the week was fine, but very hot, the heat culminating on Thursday afternvo 
tremendous downpour of rain, accoipanied by thunder aud lightuiug. Fortunately the storm was of short duration, but the quantit 
water that fell was suticient ‘to flood the low-lying parts of the Settlement. Yesterday, the weather was again fine bat hot. 
thermometer has registered from 70 to 88. 
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